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4 Introduction. 


HE Lines of Advice, Dear 
| Children, I here give you, are 
| pen'd at a folemn Seaſon. The Times 
Hare turbulent and dangerous, and 
many are ſuddenly ſwept away by 
contagious Diſtempers; and what 
adds to my Affliction, I find mat- 
ters go back in my Soul, inſtead 
of advancing. Serious Reflexions are 
proper on ſuch Occaſions; and | 
thought 1 cou'd not better Imploy 
them, than in the Diſcharge of my 
Duty, in the preſent Deſign : At 
once to inſtruct you, and humble and 
awaken my own unframed, fleepy 
Soul. I'm ſenſible I owe you ſome- 
thing of this Nature; and not know- 
| Ing when God may call me hence, I 
chuſe this Method of acquitting my 
ſellf faithful in that reſpect. Death 
is an awful, ſerious Thing to a Man 
that believes it an Entrance into E- 
| teralty; and the beſt may find work 
enough to take care of their own 
Souls, at ſuch a JunFtore, The Devil 
| A2-: mae 


a — —— dn — r = 7 * * 
: 4s " "65M . 5 
R * , * 


—— ä—G—öZH——ͤ ———4— —— — 


| IntroduRion. 


Death-Bed, with great Fierceneſs ; 


and then the Soul has full employ to 


look to her ſelf, in ſo ſmart a Com- 
bat: Beſides, the Nature of ſome Diſ- 
eaſes are ſuch, as utterly incapacitate a 
Man for regular Thought, or Diſ- 
_ courſe. Dying Friends Counſels, I 


know, are often very impreſſive and 
affecting; but not knowing whether 


I then may be fit to give any, or your 
Years to receive them; I'm willing 
to purſue a more ſure and laſting Me- 
th22. Such dying Exhortations, when 


God ſtrikes in with them, are very du- 
Table, and often ſtick cloſe to a Man 
all his Days: But ſometimes, tho* at 


preſent they ſeem very ſtrong and co- 
gent, they ſoon loſe their Force: 


Tho' they at firſt ſeem'd to be ingraven 


on the Heart 2s indelibly as with the 


Pen of a Diamond; yet in a little 
Time, like Things written on Sand, 


they become the Sport of Winds. 


I hope I ſhall ſay nothing here, that 


I ſhould not be ready to confirm with 
my dying Breath: As oft then as you 


peruſe theſe Lines, repute them as 
ſuch, 


ſometimes is let looſe to make his 
laſt Aſſault upon a Chriſtian on his 
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N Introduction. 
ſuch; and the Efficacy, by God's Bleſ- 
ſing, will be the ſame: Let frequent 
reading, and conſidering them, ſup- 
ply the Defects of ſuch affecting Cir- 
cumſtances. Think of the true Pur- 


5 port and Deſign of theſe Papers; If 


Love to your immortal Souls animate 
them, as I hope you can't think any 
thing elſe, then aſſure your ſelves, 
flight and neglect, will bring ſting 
and reproach another Day. Remem- 
ber it is the Advice of a tender Father, 
that dearly loves you, and has 3 mighty 


| Concern for your eternal Welfare; 


that every Day ſince you ſaw the Light, 
pray d to God for you. If you deſire the 
Bleſſings of thoſe Prayers may diſtil on 
your Heads and Hearts, when 1 am 
ſleeping in the Duſt ; then own this 
Expectation, by making your own Suit 
to Almighty God, that they may; 
and by conforming to the Directions 
here given you. Let pater nal Autho- 
rity, join'd with Experience and Ob- 
ſervation, prevail on your Belief and 
Practice. May my Dangers thus pre- 
vent Yours; and my Succeſſes prove 
your own. WS, "7 
„„ I 
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I intreat you, J conjure you, by al 


that's ſacred and dear to you, often to 
read over this poor ſmall Performance. 
Ne'er look into it, but firſt dart up a 


warm Deſire to God, to make Truths 


- Impreflive on your Minds, and influen- 
tial on your Lives: For unleſs he 
ſtrike in with them, and touch your 
Hearts, reſt aſſured, they can do you 


no Service. You cann't ſuppoſe I 


ſhould touch many Things in ſo ſmall 


a Compaſs ; much leſs all that's uſeful : 


I refer you to Papers, that may prove 


a Supplement in that reſpect. Pm con- 


ſcious of many Failings, attending 


what I have done: May God pardon | 


them, and bleſs what's his own. 


1 conſulted him, and depended on 


his Aſſiſtance, and hope 1 found it. 


Do you the ſame in reading as did in 
writing; and I hope we ſhant repent 
our labour; but one Day meet, to 
Praiſe our glorious Maſter, I now ſo- 
lemnly recommend you, ang this, to 
His Benediction; ſo till that thrice 
happy, bright and eternal Day, my 
Dear Ones, Fbid you Adieu. : 
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S ſoon as you are able to make 
Reflexions on your ſelves, and 

Things about you, imploy your 
| > thinking Powers frequently and 


feriouſly upon that vaſt Multitude of Ob- 
jects the World offers, and as it were ob- 
trudes upon your Senſes. Often take a 
Turn in Nature's Garden, contemplate 


her Myſteries, and view, with Wonder, 


ber exquifite Art and Embelliſhments : 


Cloſely conſider her Beauty, Variety; her 
exact Order and Harmony. Look upwards 


and downward ; behold attentively the 
 Garniture of the Heavens and the Earth, 
and you ſhall find Wonders crouding in on 
all Sides. Paſs from one Object to ano- 


ther, with a fix'd, careful Thought ; trace 


Nature's Footfteps in her various and ela- 


borate 
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borate Operations, and try if you can ma- 
ſter her Secrets in the meaneſt Subject. 
It's ſaid of the great Hooker ; © That he 
oy would not leave the Country, where he 
had but a ſlender Proviſion, for a greater 
offer d him in Town; becauſe he would 


not Joſe his ſweet Contemplations on 


* the Works of Nature. 
Reflect ſeriouſly on the ſurprizing Fates 
that attend Nations; the Revolutions of 
States and Kingdoms; the ſtrange Events 
that happen, relating to Perſons or 
Things, that come within the Compaſs of 
your Obſervation, or are handed to you 
by Authentick Records of Time. Dwell 
long and intently on ſuch Subjects, in 
their grateful Variety, till you come to 
this firm Concluſion : Verily, the World 
was neither made, nor is governed by blind 
Fate, or Chance, but by an Almighty 
Power; and is ruled by a wiſe, good, and 
juft Providence. In this Manner ſertle 
your ſelves in a ful! and firm Perſwaſion of 
the Being and Governance oi an infinitely 
wiſe, holy, juſt, kind, Alk-powerful God, | 
that will be of mighty Uſe to you, in all 
Turns and Trials of Life. Suffer not 
your Thoughts, of Matters of ſuch Mo- 
ment, to ſit light and looſe about you, as 
roo many do, to their great Prejudice, | 
or utter undoing, for want of deep Conſi- | 
derations; but diligently on fit Occaſhions | 
purſue this Method, till your own Expe- 
rience makes you taſt its Sweetneſs, and 
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feel its mighty Force, | YT 
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Def cend then into your ſelves, and con- 
ſider your own Make and Compoſure. If 


Ability and Inclination lead you to Sur- 
vey. the Structure of a humane Body, ocu- 


lar Inſpection will demonſtrate the curious 


Contrivance of that wondrous Machin. 
This, and reading on the Subjec, will 


afford you a noble Idea of that part of 


your ſelves, and convince you, that the 
lame Power that formed you, muſt conti- 
nually preſerve you, or that Part of you 
drops immediately to its original Duſt : 
That it's a greater Wonder any Man lives 
a Day, than that Multitudes tumble into 


the Grave: Such Thoughts will make you 


ſerious. It's too notorious to be deny'd, 


that ſome, moſt knowing in this Matter, 


live and die- very Atheiſtically, as well as 


ſome Philoſophers that have long ſtudied 
the Book of Nature; bur reſt aſſured, Pride 
or Senſuallity perverted them, Vices able 


to baffle the brighteſt Conviftions. Tis 
no News for Men to millive the plaineſt 


_ Convictions, even in Things relating to 
Senſe, moſt dear to them, and where they 
have a clear View of fatal Conſequences. 
Thus the profuſe, luxurious Prodigal 
waſtes his Eſtate, and brings himſelf and 


Family to Beggary. The vicious Epicurean 
and Debauchee, ſacrifices his Health, Vigour, 


and Life, to a fliort brutiſh Pleaſure : Both 
act with apparent Hazards and palpable 
| Dangers; Nay, unavoidable many Times 


to open View. Luſt ftifles Light, and in- 
gulfs Men in Ruin with their Eyes open, 


oo 


e there- 


being of a fatally bewitching Nature. Never 
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therefore argue from the Abuſe of an 
Thing to its Difuſe, but ſtrive ro uſe 
Things to their proper End diligently, and 
then ne're doubt the Succeſs, eſpecially in 
Matters relating to the preſent Purpoſe. 
Reflect likewiſe on the other and better 
Part of your ſelves, your Souls; on their 
Powers and Abilities, by which you make 
Reflexions on every Thing elſe. Obſerve 
the ſtrange Agility of your Thoughts, 
how ſwiftly they move, and fly from one 
Place and Object to another, tho' never fo 
remcte all the World over: How they 
ſpring from Earth to Heaven, and back a- 
gain in a Moment, and fally forth to all 
Quarters below, and return again like a 
Lightning: When they fix upon a Subject, A 
how nimbly they penetrate into Receſſes, 
diſſolve Doubts, form Concluſions, and re- 
fle& upon their own Operations. 'The Man 
now that dares compare the little faint Sem- 
blances of Thought that appear in Brures, 
with the Capacity of humane Intellect, in 
the abovemention'd Performances; is in 
Danger ſhortly to compare the glimmering 
Light of a Glow-worm, to that which ſub- 
- ſiſts in the Body of the Sun. Go on and 
conſider the Power of the Will; with 
what Freedom it chuſes and refuſes; how 
it bears down before it the ſturdieſt Op- 
poſitions, even from mechanical Cauſes, 
where the Propulſion of Matter ſeems 
rampant, and could not be conquer d but 
by a ſuperiour Principle. I might add 
ſomething concerning the wondrous Power 


of Memory, that in ſeveral Inſtances 1s 
| | | truly 
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to you, to live up to the 
Nature, ſo it will conduce to make the 


To bis Children. . 


truly amazing; but I muſt leave it to your 


own Thoughts,. to expatiate farther on 


the ſhort Hints I here give you. Thus 
therefore enlarge in your Thoughts till 
you are convinced, you have ſomething in 
you more than meer Matter ; and thar 
ſurvives it: for as this my prove a Spur 

ignity of your 


Thoughts of Death more comfortable. If 
you believe your ſelves poſleſs'd of a rich 


Jewel, you will not be much concerned 
when the Caſe cracks and drops off. 


Iconclude this Point therefore, by giv- 


ing you a ſhort and clear Argument, for 


the ſeparate Exiſtence of the Soul from 
the Body. © In gradual Languors of the 
Body, particularly in Conſumptions, Men 
often reaſon quicker and ſmarter, even 
to their laſt Moments, than they did in 
** their perfect Health. I obſerved this 
very ſurprizingly in a particular Inſtance 
* of a languiſhing Friend, whoſe Thoughts 
* appear'd remarkably clear and ſtrong, to 

the very laſt Moment. No ſolid Argu- 


ment, I'm confident, can be produced 
againſt Matter of Fact, nor the plain Con- 
ſequences to be inferr'd ; for, if the Soul 


was nothing but Matter, the Exerciſe of 
Reaſon dependant on it, muſt needs decay 
with the Vigor of the natural Spirits; but 


the Reverfe of this often happening, de- 

monſtrates there is a more noble Principle 
in Man, than meer Animal Blood and Spi- 
rits, to ſupport his Reaſonings. 


Ad. 
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Advance {til on in your Thoughts, and 
conſider if it be not highly agreeable to 


the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, that he 
ſhould ſome way reveal his Mind and Will 
to Man, in the dark and weak State he ap- 
pears to be in. As this to a thoughtful Mind 
will appear not only rational, but indeed 
ſome way neceſſary: Think with your ſelves 
what Pretences in the World can lay the 


juſteſt Claim to ſuch a Propriety. I doubt 


not but after a full and ſober Examination 
of all Pretences of this Nature, that which 
we call the Scriptures, or the Word of 
God, will find the Preference. To com- 


; pare it with any other Pleas, is to eſtabliſn 


its Credit and Authority, and utterly ſhame 
and confound them. All that J have read 
or heard of, contain ſuch ridiculous Ab- 


ſurdities, that to name them, is to confute 


and filence them; and what's goed in 
them, has been borrowed from the ſacred 


Scriptures of Truth. Some of the beſt 
Parts and Learning have own'd, thar they 


have been charm'd with the Majeſty of 
the Stile of the Scriptures, and the Au- 
thority of their Truths: And {ome bad 
enough in their Faith and Manners, have 
declared they would not be without them 
in their Studies: Thereby more than inti- 
mating their Eſteem of them, though they 
lighted their proper Uſe. Diligently then 
peruſe, weigh, and conſider them: Com- 


pare the Doctrines and Predictions of the 


Prophets, with thoſe of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles: Carefully obſerve: how the Pro- 


phecies of the Old Teſtament are exactly 


ful- 


W 
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| Fulfill'd in the New ; efpecially as to the 
Meſias, where the minuteſt Circumſtances 


anſwer to a Tittle. Take Notice of the 
Concord and Agreement of their Do&rines, 


what Purity of Heart and Lite they urge, 


even a Holineſs worthy of God to direc: 
to, and of Man to aſpire after; and {ſuch 
as no Book ever did, or can preſcribe: And 
tho' the Goſpel preſs Duties more clearly. 
and unvail Myſteries more fully, yet they 
are full of Harmony, conſpiring to the 
ſame End, and indent murually, as one 
part of a Tally does with the other, in 


this Reſpect and many more. The Do- 


&rines of Humility. and Love to Enemies, 
are ſuch as corrupt Nature ne'er did, or 
could arrive at, either in Notion or Pra- 
ctice: So blind was the Gentile Divinity, 
as to look upon theſe high and heavenly 
Leſſons, as fit only for Fools and daſtardly 
Spirits. The pur-blind Light of Nature 
could ſee no Beauty in thele Jewels, the 


Sparks of divine Beauty: They are 10 
far out of fallen Man's Reach, that nothing 


could revive them in Notice or Example, 
but the Deity it ſelf, 2 
Conlider the horrid Imprecarions the ſ:- 


cred Story relates, the Fews made conceru— 


ing themſelves and Poſterity, when they 
took the Blood of our Savicur upon them : 


Conſult prophane Hiſtories what they ſay 
concerning the Fate of that People ever 
Once; compare ſuch related Facts with rhe 


Predictions of the Scriptures concerning 
them; the Deſtruction of their Temple,; 
their Diſperſion, &c. together with their 


1 
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preſent State and Circumſtances. Ponder 
vell the Miracles wrought by God for his 


Peopic the Jews, and thole by Chriſt and 


his Apotitles, for Confirmation of the 


Chriſtian Religion; mule on their Nature, 


Number, and their various Circumſtances : 


Sun, before Multitudes of Spectators, and 


How they were acted in the Face of the 


often in the Preſence of many of the moſt 
inveterate Enemies of Truth: A Con- 
ſideration of Force enough to cut off at 


once, all Pretences of Forgery and Impo— 
iition. Go on thus meditating, till you 


come to this Concluſion: That Things 
thus atteſted, muſt come from God; that 


what thus in its Nature and proper Ten- 


dency leads fo directly to God, as do the 


holy Doctrines of the Goſpel, muſt needs 
come from him, and conlequent] 
R/ble is really the Word of God. 


y that the 


I can but juſt touch Things, tho'I have 
done it fuller than I intended, or my De- 
ſign admits. I ran the more out of Com- 


paſs here, from a Senſe I had, that if you 


tail in theſe Points conſiderably, you ſtum- 


ble at the Threeſhold, and will be able to 


make but a poor, or rather no Progreſs in 
Religion all your Days: A firm Faith of 
thele Things, is the very Life and Comfort 
of it: If you ſuffer the Devil, or a flug- 


giſh, negligent Temper, to ſap theſe Foun- 


dations, you'll have nothing left you but 


our Faith gets faſt Rooring here, by deep 


a thin Shell of empty Form and Protel- 


ficn ; that every Guſt of Temptation will 
be ready to turn upſide down. But if 


and 


e 
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and repeated Meditation, (for ſo qualified it 
muſt be, if it be to good Purpoſe) twil 


ſcarce be in the Power of Hell and Earth 
to ſhock vou. What J hint here, is like 
nothing to that vaſt Field of Contemplati— 

on, I have laid before you. Be doing 
then, and I pray God aſüſt you, and make 


my weak Advice powerful. I ſoundly 


ſmarred for my Negligence in theſe Points, 
and was brought to the Brink of ut:er 
Ruine. I paſhonately therefore warn you; 


I beg and beſeech vou in the moſt pathe- 


tick Terms, not to imitate my Carelet- 
neſs, leſt you follow my Fate, or worſe. 

Archimedes undertook to move the whole 
Earth, if he might have a ſeparate Spot aſ- 


ſign'd him, to place his Foot and Engines: 


ihe Foundations 1 have pointed at, are 


the true Ground for a Chriſtian's firm foot- 


ing: Stand fix'd here, and you'll be able, 
under God, to remove all thoſe Mountains 
of Difſiculties that ſtand in the way be- 
tween you and Heaven. I once more 


therefore intreat you, nay, conjure you, 


my Dear Ones, if you love your Souls, 
ro take this part of my Advice into your 
deep Conſideration, and be ſure to comply, 
or ] expect (o lote my Labour in all that 
fofloo : 5; | | 

I pur you upon this plain Way of think- 
ing, becauſe I have found ir the moſt natu- 
ral and impreſhve. Nice ſuvrile Diſputes 
ingender Strite and Conrention, where Men 
contend more for Victory, than Truth. Such 
Conflicts often puzzle a cleir Cauſe, and 
make it more doubtful by diſputing it. 
het © | 8 Cram: 
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Critical Talk, Terms of Art, and meta- 
phyſical Subtilties, may try the Strength 
ot a Man's Brain, but they ſeldom affect 
the Heart ſo ſtrongly, as familiar Argu— 
ments do, that commonly prove more co- 
gent. Jhere may be juſt Reaſons for con- 
ſulting the former, but don't ingulf your 
ſclves too deep in the Purſuit of ſuch No- 
tions, that have had a very ill Effect on 
{cme Tempers. Fr 
1 now ſuppeſe you to have followed my 
Advice in what 1 have proposd to your 
Conſideration, and conſequently that you 
are ſome what ſatisfied about the Truth and 
Importance cf it. Value then your Bible at 
another Rate, than the moſt do, that pre- 
tend to believe it the Word of God: E- 
ſteem it really in your Rcarts above 211 
Bocks in the World: Take it into your 
Hands with Reverence, as recollecting 
whole it is, and who ſtands by to behold 
your Treatment of it. Lift your Heart to 
God, ro dart down into your Breaſts ſome 
rays of Light, that you may be able to 
receive the Light of the Truth, in the 
Love of it. Remember that Spirit that 
breatlied it, muſt again breath on your 
_ Sovls while you peruſe it, or you'll ne- 
ver ſce its Eeauty, nor feel its transform- 
ing Power. Thus read it daily and ſeri— 
oully, and rake great Care that Cuſtom do 
nor breed Formality, which, by Degrees, 
will make it become as a dead Letter to 
you without Efficacy; and ſo when Con- 
icience awakes, a ſevere Witneſs to accuſe 
you, fad Experience tells me your Dan- 
| | | ger, 
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ger, rouſe up your felves then and avoid 
it. The Help of ſome judicious, pratti- 


cal Commentstors you'll find uſeful: The 
learned Biſhop Parrick's Labours on the 0% 


I flament will inrich your Mind with ex- 
cellent Knowledge; both his Method and 


Performance are admirable, and I have ot- 
ten regretted that mighty Lois to the Pub- 
lick, viz. his Death, beteie he had gone 


over the Prophets: I cannot think of a 


proper Supplement for this Defeat, but 
muſt leave the Choice to your own Con- 
duct. If you prove Scholars you'll find. 
one among my Books, in all Senſes wor- 
thy, borh for the Purity of the Latin 


Tongue, and judicious Learning and Piety, 


Mr. Burkit's plain, uſeful Expoſition of the 
N:w-1:f.ament, will give you found Noti- 
ons of Religion, that will :warm your 
Hearts, and invigorate your Practice, as I 
often have found by blefled Experience. 
When thus you have gotten a compe- 
tent Knowledge of the Scriptures, I advile 
you to read them over diſtinctly by them- 
lelves, efpecially the New-7:ftamenr : In 
thus doing, lay atide all Prejudices of Ed u- 
cation, or any Foreſtalment of any Set of 
Principles and Notions, you may have im- 


bibed from others, and ſubmir your Souls 
* 


entirely to the Evidence and, Authority of 
the Iruths of Cod. If you plaigly dit- 
cover the Mind and Will of God, con- 


cerning Matters cf Faith, ſubmir to it, 


tho your Reaſon can't coniprehend zt: 
Many have been undone by this fatal Mi- 
Rake, of meakuging divine Truth by the, 
£5! B + - -- . Mane 
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Reach of their own narrow Capacities. If 
God accommodate himſelf to your Un- 
derſtandings in moſt Things, don't diſpute 
his Prerogative, nor wonder he impoſes 
Tome, that your Thoughts can't maſter ; it 
may be on Purpoſe, to teach you Humility, 


and a greater Reverence of himſelf, at leaſt 


ro 'make that betrer Part of you, that dig- 
nifies your Nature, to pay a peculiar Fe- 
alty and Obedience to him of this kind. 
As to practical Truths, be ſure you com- 
Ply with them, as you get Knowledge: 
IJranſcribe them in your Life, and hold 


forth the Beauty of them in your Conver- 


ation; and this will be a ſure Way to 
ſtrengthen your Faith, and clear your 
Seuls of mental Errors, according to thoſe 
Aſſertions of our Saviour and his Apoſtle. 
If any Man do his Will, he ſhall know of the Do- 
crrine whether it be ef God, John VII. 17. 


And if in any Thing you be otherwiſe minded, 


Cod ſhall reveal even this unto you, Phil. III. 


15 | | 
The Four Evangeliſts, and Acts of the 


Apoſtles, are full of Hiſtorick Paſſages, 
plain Doctrines, illuſtrated with familiar 
Parables and Alluſions, for the moſt part 
eaſily to be underſtood. Moſt Men want 
not Parts to come at the Knowledge of 


them, but Induſtry to read, and inwardly _, 
digeſt them, ſo a Will to comply with 
them. The Epiſtles are attended with 


much more Difficulty: The better there- 
fore to underſtand them, get what In- 
formation you can, of the Deſign and 
Scope of the Author; on what Oeccaſions, 


- 


us 
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and what Perſons he writes to: Read an 
Epiſtle quite through at once, the more 
fully to take the Senſe and Meaning cf the 
Wiiter: If ſome ſeem too long and tedi- 
ous, break off opportunely, at the cloſe of an 
Argument, or moſt convenient Period; keep 
it in your Thoughts, and ſoon afrer finiſh 
your Deſign : The better to underſtand dif- 
ficult Places, compare carefully one Text 

with another; to get the true meaning of 
any main Doctrine, if one Pen-Man write 
obicurely, conſult another ; if one prels it 
home repeatedly, and lay great wait on it, 
ſee if another don't clearly explain 1t, by 


_ urging ſome neceſſary Duty; for God has 


fo wiſely order'd it in his Providence, 
that Saving Knowledge is not to be had 
without Pains and Thoughtfulneſs: A Hea- 
then cou'd ſay, The Gods Sold all for La- 


bour, and don't you think the true God 


will accept you on cheaper Terms. St. Paul 
very often, and emphatically, preaches up 
Faith: St. James as much Good Works: 
they had different People to deal with, and 
Errors to oppoſe; and by rightly compa- 


ring them, you may ſee they don't op ofe, | 


but confirm and explain each other. Tho 
Faith in Chriſt be the juſtifying Act of our 
Perfons before God, yet Gocd Works juſti- 
fie this Faith to be true and Saving, both 
to our own Confciences and the World, and 
will one Day be produc'd before all Men, 


as the proofs of its Sincerity ; and without 


rhem, it's but dead, and tormenting, like 
that of Devils. "Twill be your Wiſdom, 
and tend much to your Comfort and Sup- 
; = ; | port, 


—— — 
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+ Bend therefore all the force of your Mind 
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pes to ſtudy the Promiſes God makes to 
his Children, they Il encourage you to make 
our Peace with him, and make you ambi- 
tious to be of that number. 5 
Conſider what the Scriptures declare you 
to be by Nature, even Children of Wrath, 
hateful to God, and haters of him; whar 


you mult be, as well as do, if ever you be 


reconcil'd to him, even Born again, new Crea- 


tures, Partakers of the Divine Nature: Terms 


beſpeaking a ſtrange Change, only to be ef- 
fected by the Power of God; and if it paſs 


not upon you, remember all you do will 
be vnacceprable to God, and you'll ne'er 
be able to perſevere for want of this inward 
Principle. Let the Thoughts of Eternity 
give Nerves to your Reſulutions, and En- 


deaveurs in the .proſecution of this grand 
Affair, by all conſcionable Means, till you 


have. well- grounded hopes it is effected; : 
they are ſuch as theſe: Reading, hearing 


Sermons, Meditation, fervent Prayer, and 
Dependance on God. The moſt content 


themſelves with the outward Exerciſe of 
theſe Duties, and a meer nominal Truſt in 
God, ſo are eaſily drawn aſide by Tempta- 


tions, or tyring under the Forms of Reli- 


gion, without the Life and Power, openly 
Apoſtatiſe, or at beſt, hold out under a Vi- 


zor of formal Hypocriſie: Reſt not there- 
fore till you feel your Souls impregnated 
with the Life of God; this will render. the 


Duties of Religion natural, ealie, and plea- 


fant, which will prove a mighty Means to 
keep the Soul true to, itfelf and its God: 


rr — 
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To his Children. 15 


to accompliſh this great Work ; ceaſe not 


till you find yourſelves thus united to God. 
Don't truſt ro a nominal Faith and A ee, 
ance: Judas had Sorrow and Anguiſh to 
Deſperation, and in ſome ſenſe Believ'd, or 
he had neeer laid violent Hands on himſelf: 
Where Graces are genuine and faving, they 
are the ſpecial effect of the Spirit of God, 
who gives light to ſee the Deformity, and 
vile ingratitude of Sin; this kindly melts 
a Man into ingenuons Tears, that when 
God forgives him, he can ſcarce forgive 
himſelf, and makes it ever after hateful to 
him. The ſame Spirit reveals Chriſt to the 
Soul, and aſſiſts it by a lively Faith to 
faſten upon his Merits, and cleave entirely 
to his Righteouſneſs and Atonement for 


| Pardon and Yaluvarina 


22 +42 wocwc wa; tycwa6ss | 5 


This is Converſion, a new Nature, to 
be thus Born of the Spirit; this fits for 
Communion with God here, and for Glory 
hereafter: And ſince much of a Chriſtian's 
Comfort conſiſts in the Knowledge, that 
this great Change has paſs'd upon him, 
you may be help'd to know it thus: When 
you feel the Love of God reigning in 
your Hearts predominantly, above ever 
thing; when you perceive it carry'd fork 
in a peculiar manner to Jeſus Chriſt, there 
finally reſting and repoſing its Confidence; 
when you find Actions of a Spiritual and 
Heavenly Nature, connatural to you, eaſte 


and pleaſant. 


As ſoon as you diſcover theſe happy 
Symptoms of your Regeneracy, fall to prait- . 
ing God from the bottom of your Sous | 

1 „ for 
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or the diſplays of his Free Grace in fo 
mighty a Favour; then labour to expreſs 
your Gratitude, by a continual endeavour 
ro Pleaſe, Honour and Obey him. Now 
Gou expects more Service from you than 
he did before, as a Teſtimony of the grate- 
ful Senſe you ſhou'd have of his ſpecial dig- 
 nifving cf your Perſons, and that. noble 
Capacity he has conferr'd upon you, to act 


#bove the common Rate: Now ſtudy the 


Promiſes of the Goſpel afreſh 5 ſtore them 
up in your Memories, plead them earneſtly 
1m Prayer, for they are all your own; they 
are all Yea and Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
| he being yours, they are: Before you cou'd 
lay hold but of fome of them, in a more 


general ſenſe, now, with holy boldneſs, you 


may preſs God upon his Faithfulneſs to ful- 
c . 
As there are many means to be uſed to 
increaſe the vigour of the natural Life, and 
defend it from Diſeaſes and other Dangers; 
fo much more caution ſhou'd be uſed about 
the ſpiritual Life, of ſuch infinite conſe- 


quence. Acts, frequently repeated, grow 


into Habits, and they again long continued, 
commence as it were a ſecond Nature: This 
15 too apparent in the contraction of vicious 


Diſpoſit ions, where our natural propenſity 


to Evil, proves a dead weight to phange us 
the deeper; bur when our Natures are 
Sanctiſied, and aſſiſted by the Spirit of God, 
if it be not our own fault, they may be 
advanc'd to a high degree of Perfettion, 
and become conſolidated in Vertue and Pie- 


ty. The Directions IL intend you, conſiſt of 
. 5 Advices, 
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Advices, calculated to promote your ſpiri- 
tual Progreſs in Religion, to inſure your 
Peace and Safety ; and the more effectually 
to ſecure them, to intimate your Dangers, 
and their proper Remedies. . There is no 
ſtanding ſtill in a Race or Warfare, but you 


muſt loſe ground, and receive Wounds : 


The Chriſtian's State is compared to both 
in Holy Writ, that you may be ſucceſsful 
in both ſenſes, both in Running and Fight- 
ing ; obſerve what HE : © 
Perſiſt in a conſtant Converſe with the 
Mord of God, and ſerious practical Books. 
1 exhorred you before to read the Scriptures, 
bur then it was with a deſign to bring you 
to a Belief of their Divine Infpiration, and 
by tome general Promiſes, to encourage you 
to make your Peace with God : Inow invite 
you to uſe diligence ro grow 1n all parts 
of ſpiritual Knowledge, h you may ſtand 
perfect and complete in all the Will of God. By 
virtue of the new Nature, and ſpecial aſſiſt- 


ance of the Holy Spirit, you are better ca- 


pacitared to dive into the Myſteries of the 


Divine Will, and grow in Grace. For this 


reaſon don't wonder that I name ſome Du- 


ties I did before, for the lame Means are 
uſeful to advance the Soul in Purity and 
Perfection, that were to initiate it; but you 


now are much better able to underſtand 


them, and feel their efficacy in exerciſe, 


than before, fo I did but name them, here 
more enlarge upon them. There is an in- 


exhauſtible Treafure of Knowledge in the 


criptures, and if Induſtry dig in thoſe 
1 | e Mines, 
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Mines, *rwill find a 1ich income of ſpiritual 


Truths to repay its Labour: T hus the Soul 
increaſes in all ſaving Knowledge and Pra- 
ctice, in the exerciſe of the Graces of the 
Holy Spirit: Thus you'll grow in grace, ard 


the knowledge of our Lord, and encreaſe in the 


knowledge of God, and be fill d with the know- 
ledge of his Will. Tis not enough that Chri- 
ſtian Virtues be in you, but as St. Perer ſays, 
they mult be in you and abound. And St. Pau! 
excites the Theſſalonians, that as they knew 
how to walk and pleaſe God, ſo they won d 
abound more and more, We read of abounding 
in hope, and in love, and increaſing more and 
more: And where can you meet with theſe 
Things fer forth in their full ſtrength and 
beauty, as you find them in the Book of 
God ? I recommend to your. ſerious fre- 
quent Meditation two Paſſages, turn to them 
and conſider them, 2 Per. 1. 5, to 12. Phil. 4. 8. 
Serious repeated peruſal of the Word of God 
will let vou into the Myſteries of his Will. 
and Wiſdom, that have an inconceivable 
depth, that all your ſtudy will neer bring 


you to the bottom of: And much larger is 
the compaſs of your Duty than you ar fiſt 


will eaſily imagine; for his Commands are 
exceeding broad. To aim at Perfection is a 


” 


bright proof of Integrity, and will bring 


you nearer it, | . 
Remember the dying words of the Learn- 


ed Salmaſius: Oh I have leſt a world of Time, 
: moſt precious Time; had I but one Year longer, 
Fd ſpend it in David's Pſalms, and St. Paul's 


Epiſtles, © * Tis the Obfervation of a very 
* great Man, that the Scriptures read care- 


eee * - PI 
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1 * lefly, and curſorily, do little good; but 

* © jf read ſeriouſly, and attentively, a Pow- 
W * er and Energy will be found in them, 
e beyond all the Books in the World. This 
d the famous Junius exper:mented, and de- 
2? _ * clared upon his reading the firſt Chapter 

= of Sr. John's Goſpel, where the majeſty 


* 


— and authority of the Style ſo affected him, 
, * as to convince him of the Divinity of 
0 © the Argument, and made his Judgment 
* yield the preference to them, above all 
d the Art and Eloquence of Humane Wri- 
z -_* rings. Tis true, a peculiar Providence 
da Joyn'd iſſue to produce this Effect; but if 
0 you'll labour to ſupply ſuch ſolemn Occa- 
d ſions with ſeriouſneſs, and ſobriety, you'll 
f find the Effect anſwerable. Mens Spirits 
- may be ſolemnized by awakening Occur- 
n rences of Providence amidſt their Rambles; 
8 but the Diſcipline often coſts them dear, 
d and makes them wiſh they had anticipated 
1 ſuch wholeſom Severities by rational and 
le prudent Choices. 
g Op and be doing then, dwell early and 
18 late on this Divine Subject: Add to this 
t occaſionally the reading of plain, practical 


we Books; chooſe the moſt pungent and awaken- 
a ing to rouſe you under dulneſs, when you 
g feel it creeping upon you; read the Lives 
f of holy uſeful Men, and the deplorable 
1= End of the wicked, which I ever found 
e, very warming and exciting, when I grew 
, cold and liſtleſs. Converſe much with ſpi- 


. ritual Diſcourſes, and experimental Caſes ; 
7 dive into the myſteries of Temptations; 
= conſult Authors that profeſſedly write of 

r C Satan's 
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Satan's Devices; of the ſubtile windings 


and deceits of your own Hearts; of forma- 


, lity in Religion, and privy Hypocriſie. Ob- 


ſerve the marks and characteriſticks given 


* of a State of Nature and Grace ; of the na- 


ture and Danger of ſuch and ſuch Corrupti- 
ons, eſpecially of Spiritual ones, of which 


ou are now moſt in danger. Peruſe ſuch 


as treat of Declenſion ; of falling from your 


* Stedfaſtneſs ; of gradual Decays ; of Chri- 
ſtian Perfection, its ſafety, comfort and dig- 


s nity: Thus go on conſtantly and diligent- 


_ uy, and theſe Exerciſes will prove ſubſer- 
vient to give you more light into Scri- 
Pture, and your ſelves; your Difficulties and 


Dangers, ſo will facilitate and prevent them. 
Do all this in an humble dependance on 
God, and you'll live ſtanch, ſhining, uſeful 


Chriſtians, and die in the true Bed of Ho- 
Nour, with peace and joy, and credit to 
your holy Profeſſion: This being my main 


Deſign, I ſhall wave all Advices about the 


Purſuit of Learning, and leave you to con- 


ſult your own Genius, or better Judgments. 
If you follow my Example, you'll find 


Books choſen to your hands; bur eſpecially 


(in which I have been more curious) you'll 


Hnd ſtore of uſeful and religious ones in 
my Study, collected on purpoſe to ſerve 


the grand Intereſt of your Souls. Remem- 
ber the Day is coming that you'll be of 


the great Selden's Mind, if you too much 
ingulf your ſelves in Humane critical Learn- 


ing, tho' I wou'd by no means diſcourage 
you from a regular proſecution of Things 
uſeful and honourable : That great Man, as 


he 
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he lay a dying, profeſs'd he found nothing to 


repoſe his Soul on, amidft all his profound Acqui- 


fetions, but the Holy Scriptures, and particularly 
that Text, Tit. 2. 11, to 16. peculiarly enter- 
taind his ISS ; 
Often, daily, if you can, chooſe a Retire- 


ment for ſolemn Meditation: Tis difficult 


to get into the life and power of it, but 
exceeding pleaſant and profitable when you 
can. Beſtow then ſuitable Pains upon ſo 
{weet and valuable an Exerciſe, till bleſſed 


Experience convince you of its Excellency : 


'Lis proper to follow reading, that I juſt 
above recommended to you ; 'tis a delight- 
ful dwelling of the Thoughts upon a ſeleck 
Subje&, that ſweetens and charms the Soul 
with the evidence and beauty of Truth, 
that calms, ſoftens and raiſes the AﬀeCtions 
into a Divine and Heavenly Temper, and 


leaves a graceful tincture of Serenity, even 
upon the very Countenance; tis a faſtening 


of Truths upon the Mind, and, as it were, 


an incorporating them into the very Soul: 
And after ſuch a Deſcription of it, I ſhall 
not multiply words to aggrandize its Uſe 
and Efficacy: But, my dear Ones, How 


hall I uſher you into its Power and Pra- 


2 


ctice? To my ſhame and reproach it has 


often foid me, and tho' I found no Duty 
better, yet have I practis'd none leſs. What 


can I then do better, than ſhew you where 


the Pifficulties are moſt likely to pinch you, 
with proper Remedies and Helps? Expe& 
then ſtrong Reluctancy, and fierce Oppoſi- 
tion at firſt, to the performance of ſo ſpiri- 
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tuala Duty: Arm your ſelves therefore with 
the firmeſt Reſolutions, and earneſtly call 


in Divine Aſſiſtance before you ſer upon ſo 
hard an Enterprize. Reſolve not to be baf- 
fled, tho' you meet with diſcouraging Re- 


pulſes ; when beaten off, rally and reſume 
Courage, and make freſh and more reſolute 
Attacks. When you have enter'd upon the 


Duty, you'll find your T houghts very 
prone to ſtart aſide from the Subject you 
intend to proſccute; fo you'll be in great 


danger of ſpinning out the '| ime in vnpro- 
fitable Amuſements; or if you hold cn a 


while regularly, you'll be apt to cut ſhort 
the Performance, and quit ir before you 


have gone thro' your Work. Be not too 


Riff in adhering to your firſt intention 


about the Subject of your Meditation, pro- 
. vided it be ſerious and uſeful. to follow 


Preſent Inclination, may be many times ex- 


pedient, eſpecially when Thoughts flow in 
with facility and delight: All I mean, is 
to keep from vain and idle Imaginations, 
that you'll find very apt at ſuch ſeaſons to 
ſpring in upon you; fee that your Matter 
be weighty, and that you drive thro' your 


Work, then be not too curious about any 


artful cuſtomary Obſervances. 

To prevent or leflen theſe Difficulties, 
*twill be requiſite to habituate your ſelves 
to pious Reflections, and devout Ejacula- 


tions, as occaſions frequently offer, both 
from Nature and Providence: This Me- 


2 


{ 


y 


thod by degrees will lead you on more 
| eaſily and pleaſantly to the depths of ſer 


Meditation. Thus your Spirits will gra- 
: | dually 


5 * 


118 

88334 

8 . 

£ 


2% 
* 5 


To his Children:- 23 


7 dually grow more ſolemn, and more fami- 
* hHarly acquainted with heavenly Objects; # 


and intimacy will ſoon breed delight, and 


delight frequent converſation. What re- 
mains now to complete your Project, but 


only to fix and confine your Thoughts for 
ſome Time to ſome decerminate Choices, 
which before you ſuffer'd to range more. 
at Liberty; you have now got Pleaſure on 
your ſide, a mighty aſſiſtance, that facili- 


tates the hardeſt Task; your Work is now 


half done, ufe a little more care to finiſh it. 
Deep Contemplations will afford you freſh 


ſprings of Delight, as they clarifie your 
- Apprehenſions, and engage your Affections; 
for no ſooner are your Eyes open, but Truth. | 


has Charms to captivate them. By ſuch 
kind of Methods, I charge you to ſtrive to 
maſter this Duty; and when you have, re- 


member you have conquer'd the hardeſt 


belonging to Chriſtianity, and by the help 
of that, ſtand fair with much more eaſe to 
conquer all rhe reſt. | 
| „ 
Prayer is a very proper Duty to follow 
Reading and Meditation: Your Thoughts. 
being more clear and digeſted, your Deſires 


will be ſtronger ; the wings of * to 


waft them to Heaven. Theſe are ſolemn 
Intercourſes between God and the Soul, and 


tua! Life. The not affecting of Divine 
Gifts and Graces, proceeds from ignorance 


1 of their ineſtimable Worth; but their Dig- 
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duly perform'd, highly advance the Spiri- 


—— 


nity and Luſtre once diſcover'd, Men cant 
refrain their Deſires. Meditation is the 
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Vehicle to convey the notices of their Ex- 


cellencies to the Soul, nay, even a taſt of 
their Sweernels, and then ardent Deſires in 


Player after farther Communications, are 


unavoidable ; and nothing ſhort of the moſt 
obſtinate Neglect, and wilful Admittance of 


Diverſions, can keep a Chriſtian off his 
Knees : What you thus ask, God has promis'd, 
firſt, or laſt, ſhalleffectually be obtain'd, thro? 
the Merits and Interceſſion of his Blefled 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt. God having promis'd 
you in his Word, all Things neceſſary for 
this Life and a better; ever make his Pro- 
miſes the Rule of your Petitions, which 
will add Life and Spirit to them: Thus 
you may warmly plead for Audience upon 
his Truth and Faithfulnefs, infinitely dear 
ro him, with the ſtrongeſt hopes of Succeſs; 
but it you ask befides his Promiſe, or in 
ancther manner than he has given it, you 


may thank your Preſumption if you miſ- 


carry. Be as abſolute, and importunate, as 
You can for Grace and Salvation, only leave 
the Time to God: Temporals you may 
ask, but with profound Submiſſion, 

Keep Minutes of the more remarkable 
Paſſages of your Lives: Record faithfully 
any fignal Anſwers of Prayer in extremity. 


Theſe Obfervations, upon a review, may. 


ſopport you in an Exigency ; they ll won- 
derfully diſpoſe you to Prayer, and encreaſe 
your Faith in the Exerciſe, and give new 


vigour to Truſt and Dependance on God; 


paſt Experiences will embolden the Soul to 


repoſe its Confidence where it has formerly 


tound Succour. Patience Jikewiſe will thus 
attain 
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attain its more perfect Work, under hard Try- 
als, and long delays of Relief: As theſe are 
to be expected in this Vale of Tears, where 


Sin and Sufferingsabound, fo the exerciſe of 
theſe Graces, under them, will contribute 
as much to the Honour of Religion, and 


the Glory of God, as your own Peace and 
Comfort. No greater Plagues fure can be- 
fal a Man, under Calamity, than Unbelief, 


Diſtruſt, and Impatience ; for they redouble 
the Burthen, and leave nothing but a weak 


gaul'd Shoulder to bear the Load. In time 
then ſee your Duty, and true Intereſt, and 
purſue it accordingly. Never be diſcoura- 


ged from Praying, tho' God bring Wave 


after Wave upon you, and ſeem deaf to your 
Cries. Faſten the Eye of your Faith on him 
that is Inviſible, and remember God ſtands 
by ſecretly to Support you, and view your 


Behaviour, and the Devil as buſily to Tempt 


and Infeeble you: God is the Spectator and 
Moderator of the Combat, and, if you 


don't baſely relinquiſh your Duty, you'll 


certainly come off glorious Victors. God 
only waits the moſt proper Seaſon, the more 
ſignally to crown your Virtue, and ſhame 
your Enemy ; wait therefore God's leiſure 
with an undaunted Bravery, pacately leave 
the Iſſue to him; and th he Slay you, reſolve 
to Truſt in him. When once Matters are 


brought to this paſs in your Souls, the 


force of the Temptation is broke; the 
Devil is baffled, and will ſoon quit the 
Field; God has had his Will, and you ſtand 


fair ſpeedily to haye your own, in the 


beſt manner. | | 
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IV 


Live much in the exerciſe of Faith and 
Love: Theſe are Graces that give Life, 


Strength and Vertue to all the reſt tha 
poſſeſs a Chriſtian's Breaſt. Faith is the 
' firſt ſaving Grace, that actuates and enobles 
the Soul; and as it's firſt born, to it dies laſt, 


and 1s the main Pillar of the Chriſtian's 


Support in his dying Agonies, and ne'er ex- 
pires, but with his Breath. Carefully then 
cheriſh it, by a conſtant uſe of all regular 
means, God in his Word has appointed ; 
and know in general, nothing more con- 


. tributes to it, than a holy uſeful Life, and 


the keeping of a good Conſcience. More 
particularly, nouriſh it, by ſerious, frequent 


Reflections on the Wonders of God's Works, 


in Nature, Grace, and Providence, by a 
conſcientious Pei formance of all holy Duties, 
in a fpiritual manner; eſpecially, by fre- 


quent receiving the Holy Sacrament, which 


I my ſelf before you have found ſo Bene- 
ficial; by more immediate Applications to 
Jeſus Chriſt, to this very purpoſe, as a Head 
of Influence, to drive down more peculiar 
Aſſiſtances from him. If you thus go on 
to exerciſe your Faith, 'twill carry you 
thro' all Difficulties in Life and Death, 


Peace and Comfort in both will be your 


Portion, and Heaven it ſelf your Inherit- 
ance. And remember what I now but tel] 
you, but what one Day, you'll be ſure to 


experience; if youattain the happy End I have. 


been ſpeaking of, you lIthink all your Pains 
_ infinitely recompenced; but if thro' neg- 


oully, 


wy 
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2 ouſly, and doubtfully, out of the World, 


you Il find how dearly you have paid for all 

ſinful Indulgences. | 
Love or Charity is the orher Grace I re- 

commend to your ſerious Study and Pra- 


ctice: It's as inſeparable from true Faith, as - 


Hear is from real Fire, but you muſt labour 
to be eminent in it. God rs Love; and he that 
dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him : He that loveth not, knoweth not God ; for 
God is Love. Thrice bleſſed is that Quali- 
fication, that has ſuch a Habitation, and In- 


heritance; curſed and deteſtable is that which 


bereaves us of ſo bleſſed an Acquaintance, 


and unites us with Fiends and Tormentors. 


Oh the incomparable ſweetneſs and raviſh- 
ment of that Divine Paſſion! How eaſy 


will it render you Labours, and make even 
your Sufferings joyful? How pleaſant will 


it make your own Souls, and thoſe of all 
about you? How pacific will be your Spi- 
rits? How pure and calm, like a ſilent un- 


troubled Spring? May the God of Peace, 


and Love, conſolidate your Souls, my dear 
Ones, in theſe heavenly Diſpoſitions. What 


can you Love with ſuch Reaſon, and Ad- 


vantage, as the ever-bleſfled God, the beſt 


of Beings, and Benefactors? Love him then 


entirely, ſuperlatively, and ev'ry Thing elſe 


amiable, for his ſake, in him, and for him. 


Love all Men, as they bear ſomething of 


his Image; his Saints more emphatically, 


as they bear a more peculiar Retemblance 


of him ; and the worſt of your Enemies, 


out of pure Obedience to his Command, 


and out of a Sacred Ambition of being like 


him ; 
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Fect, even as our heavenly Father is Perfect. Be 

ſure therefore, if any have more remarkably 
offended you, labour to claw off all Reſent- 
ments, and the firſt opportunity you have, 
do him the greateſt Courteſie. This will 


an Enemy make him commence your Friend. 
As it highly honours Religion, 'rwill pe- 
culiarly endear God to you; then fhall no 


of Serenity, from a ſenſe of his Favour, 
better than Life, ſhall ic on your Counte- 
| nances. | 

Feed then this heavenly Flame, and blow 
the Coals with ſuch Thoughts as theſe : Can 
I love created Beauties, and negle& Love- 
lineſs its ſelf ? Is Light pleaſant to my 


and even raviſh my Soul? Can I dote on 


my Maker, the Author and Fountain of all 
true Pleaſure ? Can I hear of a Saviour ſo 
infinitely Lovely, on all imaginable Con- 


Fire of Love burning in my Breaſt? Shall 
J love a Friend of an agreeable diverting 
Converſation, that does me ſome kind Offi- 
ces, that aſſiſts me in intricate Affairs, and 
aids and aſſiſts my Perſon in Dangers ? 
Shall ſuch Things, I ſay, attract my Heart, 
and all this while ſtand I coldly affected to 


win my Heart, that is altogethcr Lovely? Or 
am I fo dull as not to perceive them? Shall 


him; who, in this reſpe&, has bid us be per- 


melt even the ſtony Heart of a Nabal, and of | 


ſurly Rincles fit on your Brows, but a Blee 


Eyes, and ſhall not Light increate, feebly 
repreſented by the former, ſtrongly affect, 


finful ſelf, and prog for a Luſt, and forget 


ſiderations, and feel little of the ſacred. 


my dear Redeemer ? Has he no Charms to 


he 
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he quit his Glory and Happineſs, and ex- 


poſe himſelf to all ſorts of Hardſhips, and 
Dangers, for my ſake, all his Life; and 


cheerfully embrace Death under all the 


forms of Miſery, the malice of Hell and 


Earth combin'd cou'd deviſe? Was all this 
No Friend of his, but naturally as great an 


Enemy, a Hater, a Deſpiſer of him, as the 


worſt : Did he ſubmit to theſe inconceiv- 


able Miſeries, to drag ſuch a Wretch as 


me from Chains of eternal Darkneſs, and 


Horrer, from Torments as inexpreſſible, 


as endleſs, to advance me to the higheſt 


pinnacle of Bliſs and Glory ? Can I be- 
lieve all this, and yer deny him my Love, 
or afford him a ſmall ſhare of it? Sure 
then I'm baſer than the Duſt, and harder 


than the Stones I tread on: To be ordina- 


rily affected here is a Crime; and not to 


be tranſported, no ſmall Fault. 
Let the Knowledge of Chriſt, and him 


Crucified, my dear Ones, be your moſt dar- 
ling and delightful Study; the ready way 


to get this heavenly Paſſion to ſpread thro”. 


your Souls; and then 'twill regularly de- 
rive its ſelf down to Mankind. Love to 


Jeſus muſt be the Soul that animates even 
your inward Affections to Men; and fo 


ſtamp'd, the leaſt outward Expreſſion be- 
comes the current Coin of Heaven; even a 


Cup of cold Water becomes an Alms high. 


ly grateful to God. Many overlook this 
Love of Jeſus, that ſhould be the firſt Spring 
of their Charity, ſo are apt to act lifeleſly, 


tho? 


without inward Affections in Alms-Deeds, 
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 tho' they give liberally. If you are poſſeſs d 


of this inward vital Charity, twill make 


Pou active and zealous, witty and ſagaci- 
dus, to contrive Methods of doing Good to 
Mens Souls and Bodies; eſpecially to the 


Henſhold of Faith: A forward promptitude 


; here, is one of the beſt Marks of a genuine 


Chriſtian Charity, eſpecially if it affect ſuch 
as are eminent for Piety, tho' of a very 
different Judgment and Perſwaſion frum 
our ſelves; for then it's clear we act not 
out of Self-Love, but Love to Chriſt in 
them. 15 
| ; 5 
Train your ſelves to the Exerciſe of Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs. If your natural Tem- 
pers prove more lofty, haſty, and precipitate, 
you mult beſtow the more Pains and Watch. 
fulneſs. Creat Attainments of this kind, 
under ſuch ſtrong natural Propenſities, will 


more than reward the Labour of a ſtrict. 


Diſcipline ; as they are Proofs of gracious 
Habits radicated in the Soul; as they'll make 
you paſs thro' the World with more eaſe to 
your ſelves and others, and mightily adorn 
your Chriſtian Character. You can't habi- 
tually poſſeſs one of theſe Virtues, without 
the other: They are born Twins, one Diſ- 
poſition will produce the other; they live 
and die together. fi | 
Humility is a Plant that grows low, and 
conceal'd in the Garden of Virtue, but of 
admirable Efficacy: Some ſhort-ſighted Mo- 


raliſts of old have ſo over-look'd it, as to 
endeavour to expel it as a Weed, tho it's 


the real B aſis of all true Greatneſs of Mind. 


3 Other 
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Other Graces may ſhoot higher, and be more 
' obſerved, but loſe all their Luſtre to the 
quick-ſighted, if Humility ſtand not near 
them. It conſiſts chiefly in a low Opinion | 
of our ſelves, and Performances, and high | 
and honourable Thoughts of God. This he 
_ principally requires of us; Tv wall humbly 
with him, or as others Tranſlate it; To hum- 
- ble our ſelves before him. Pride makes a Man 
- deſpicable in the ſight of God and Man: 
Sed reſiſi him, as a Uſurper of his Honour, 
but gives Grace to the Humble, as the Promo- | 
ter of his Glory: Men deſpiſe him, becauſe 
he deſpiſesev'ry Body elſe, and expoſes him- 
ſelf in ev'ry Undertaking : His Weakneſs 
appears, tho' his Abilities be great, for he 
ever thinks he can do more than he really 
can; and aſſumes more Praiſe to his Actions 
than they deſerve. To aggrandize his Cha- 
flacter, he attempts Things out of his reach, 
' _ f for want of a cautious Modeſty, falls in- 
( to ſhameful Miſcarriage 
hHheg therefore of God, a humble Spirit, 
and endeavour after it by ſuch Thoughts as 
- theſe: I'm a weak, ſinful, dying Creature of 
| Yeſterday, and may be gone to Morrow: 
All I am, and have that's Valuable, is the 
free Gift of my Maker: All the Endow- 
ments of my Body and Mind, and other 
' _ Acquiſitions made by Art, Study and In- 
_ duſtry, are the Effects of his Bounty and 
| Bleſſing. Shall J over-look my Benefa&or, 
| ſacrifice to my own Net, and uſe them to 
his Diſhonour, provoke his Wrath, and in- 
5 flame my Account another Day ? Is this 
| conſiſtent with Gratitude, Prudence, and 
wer 1 D my 
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tho they give liberally. If you are poſle(s'd 
of this inward vital Charity, 'twill make 
Fou active and zealous, witty and ſagaci- 
dus, to contrive Methods of doing Good to 
Mens Souls and Bodies; eſpecially to the 
, Henuſhold of Faith: A forward promptitude 
here, is one of the beſt Marks of a genuine 
Chriſtian Charity, eſpecially if it affect ſuch 
as are eminent for Piety, tho' of a very 
different Judgment and Perſwaſion from 
_ our ſelves; for then it's clear we act not 
out of Self- Love, but Love to Chriſt in 
them. bs 


Train your ſelves to the Exerciſe of Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs. If your natural Tem- 
pers prove more lofty, haſty, and precipitate, 
you mult beſtow the more Pains and Watch. » 
fulneſs. Great Attainments of this kind, 
under ſuch ſtrong natural Propenſities, wil! 
more than reward the Labour of a ſtrict 
Diſcipline ; as they are Proofs of gracious | 
Habits radicated in the Soul; as they'll make 
you paſs thro' the World with more eaſe to 
your ſelves and others, and mightily adorn 
your Chriſtian Character. You can't habi- 
tually poſſeſs one of theſe Virtues, without 
the other: They are born Twins, one Diſ@a 
poſition will produce the other; they live 
and die together. —_ 

Humility is a Plant that grows low, and 
conceal'd in the Garden of Virtue, but of | 
admirable Efficacy: Some ſhort-ſighted Mo- 

raliſts of old have ſo over-look'd it, as to 
endeavour to expel it as a Weed, tho it's 


the real Baſis of all true Greatneſs of Mind. * 
: ; Other 


"RF Other Graces may ſhoot higher, and be more 
* obſerved, but loſe all their Luſtre to the 
quick-ſighted, if Humility ſtand not near 
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them. It conſiſts chiefly in a low Opinion 
ef our ſelves, and Performances, and high 


and honourable 'Thoughts of God. This he 
principally requires of us; To walk humbly 


with him, or as others Tranſlate it; To hum- 
ble our ſelves before him. Pride makes a Man 
- deſpicable in the ſight of God and Man: 


Sed reſts him, as a Uſurper of his Honour, 


nav x wor i oc 


but gives Grace to the Humble, as the Promo- | 
ter of his Glory: Men deſpiſe him, becauſe | 
he deſpiſesev'ry Body elſe, and expoſes him- 


ſelf in ev'ry Undertaking : His Weakneſs 


appears, tho' his Abilities be great, for he 


than they deſerve. To aggrandize his Cha- 


racter, he attempts Things out of his reach, 
ſo for want of a cautious Modeſty, falls in- 


| to ſhameful Miſcarriages. 


Beg therefore of God, a bumble Spirit, 


and endeavour after it by ſuch Thoughts as 


theſe : I'm a weak, ſinful, dying Creature of 
Yeſterday, and may be gone to Morrow: 


All II am, and have that's Valuable, is the 


free Gift of my Maker: All the Endow- 


ments of my Body and Mind, and other 


* _ Acquiſitions made by Art, Study and In- 
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© + conliſtent with Gratitude, Prudence, and 


duſtry, are the Effects of his Bounty and 
Bleſſing. Shall I over-look my Benefactor, 


ſacriſice to my own Net, and uſe them to 
his Diſhonour, provoke his Wrath, and in- 


flame my Account another Day ? Is this 


amy 


ecver thinks he can do more than he really 
can; and aſſumes more Praiſe to his Actions 
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my beſt Intereſt > My daily Sins forfeit all 
my Mercaes, yet he kindly continues them, 
while others feel his Judgments. Many Im- 
perfections cleave to my beſt Actions; and 


what Good is in them, is perfectly owing 


the beſt Action of my Life: Dare I be 


to the Grace and Aſſiſtance of my bleſſed 
Maſter, fo cannot Merit: Farther, by the 


Laws cf Creation, I'm indiſpenſibly bound 


to ſerve and obey my Creator all my Life; 
ſo were my Services perfect, they cou'd not 


ſtrictly Merit, there being no room left for 
works of Supererrogation. I muſt ſhortly 


die, and ſtand at God's Bar, and dare not 
there ſtand the Teſt of God's Purity, for 


proud then of that here, I ſhall be aſham'd 


4- 


-and ſprings as naturally from it, as a Sprig 


of, and glad to diſown, at leaſt in part, 


hereafter ? I can ſafely depend on nothing 


there, but the perfect Righteouſneſs and 
Merits of a Mediator. Pride made Angels 


Devils, and lock'd them in eternal Chains 


of Darkneſs, and ſhall I venture to keep 
them Company? They once were ſpotleſs 
happy Spirits, but this Vice defiled, and un- 


heaven'd them at once: In what danger then 
am I, who have ſuch a corrupt Byaſs on my 
Soul? And how above all ſhou'd I dread 
ſpiritual Pride, their Sin, when I hear of 
their Miſery ? By ſuch Thoughts, ſtrive to 
grow in the hatred of this pernicious Vice ; 
and labour to be of that holy Soul's Mind, 


that wiſh'd- he might do all the Good in World | 
f poſſeble, and be no more taken Notice of, than td 


1 be had newer been 


Meekneſs is an off-ſer from Humility, 


does 
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does from the Stem of a Plant; and all preten- 1 
ces to the former, without the latter, wither 1 
as a Branch without a Root. It conſiſts in a 
calm, paſſive Temper of Mind, and quiet f 
f Behaviour, under all Provocations, and leaves 
„a Man his own Maſter. Paſſion is the con- 
trary Vice, and when it get head, is a tem- 
porary Madneſs ; Men act like Furies, wirh- 
out thought; ſpeak ſuch Things as they are 
aſham'd of in their cooler Thoughts; and 
often do in a moment, what they repent of 

all their Lives after. If you would be ma- 

ſterly Proficients in theſe Virtues, and van- 

quith ſuch dangerous Counter-Diſpoſitions, 

ther. pray hard for them, and uſe ſuch means 

| as theſe. Begin with Humility, proſecute 

its Attainment by all Methods; don't affect, 

ſeeck, nor receive the praiſe of Men; ſuffer 
not vour Fancies to be ricklI'd, and pleasd 

with any Chimerical Imaginations: When 

any ſuch Romantic Schemes Offer themſelves, 

preſently reject them, and cruſh them in the 

Bud. When you are commended, be not 
elared by ſuch a puff of Air; when cenſur'd ; 
by the Critical and Curious, be not con- 3. 
cern'd, nor diſcourag'd, from any laudable 
uſeful Undertakings; when reproach'd for 
' Religion, and well doing, glory in it, and 
© Rejoice exceedingly. Learn to digeſt Injuries, 
and Reproaches ; expect, and prepare for 
them, that they don't ſurprize you, the 
greateſt part of your Danger: Don't aggra- N 
vate to your ſelf, the Injuſtice of the Pro= | | | 
© vocation, that inflames Reſentment; but | 
Apologize rather tor the Offenders Faults, 
in your own Thoughts; and attribute them 
VFC 
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tural Aſſiſtant, he neither can begin, carry 


rather to Weakneſs, and Temptation, than 
Averſion and Malice: the firſt mollifie, and 
excite Pity ; the laſt inſtigate and exa- 
ſperate. = os 5 | gs 
Above all, remember God is by, and ob- 


ſerves you; and how unjuſtly ſoever you are 


treated, yet he permits the Tryal: out of 


| deference therefore to him, and his Com- 
mands, and for the Credit of your Chriſti- 


an Principles, offer him a pure Obedience. 
At ſuch a juncture eſpecially govern vour 


Tongue, leaſt that little Member ſei on Fire 
the whole courſe of Nature, productive of a 
Fray, deſtructive to your ſelves, or others, 


for ought I know, equally grievous. Pro- 
ceed thus, and I queſtion not, but rhro' 
God's Aſſiſtance, vou'll conquer your ſelves 


and the World. Thave ſaid the more on this 


Subject, becauſe I apprehend it very much 
your Danger, having, I fear, propagated 


That unhappy part of my Conſtitution to.* | 
you, that too much expoſes ycu, as once 
it did me, when I narrowly eſcaped This I 


mention on purpoſe to warn you, and give 
my God the Praiſe, that ſolely, and moſt 


remarkably interpoſed on my Behalf. 


Inceſſantly Pray for the Holy Spirit; and 
be much in the exerciſe of Praiſe and 


Thankſgiving All IJ have adviſed you to, 


will be in vain, without the help of the 
former; and you'll virtually, as it were, 
unpray all that you Pray for, by negleQ of 
the latter. Fallen Man's mpotency is ſo 
great, that without this heavenly ſuperna- 


on, 
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en, nor finiſh his Chriſtian Courſe: And 
ſuch a Value does God put upon his Pa- 
vours, aud Benefits, that he either denies, 
or curſes them rc the Unthankful. | 
If you wou'd entertain this noble and de- 
lightful Gueſt, under the Roof of your: 


Hearts ; you muſt be ſure highly to Prize 


him,ardently Defire him, importunately Re- 
queſt him, and give him a hearty Welcome. 
't his Gift of God, next to his Son, is the 
beſt he has to beſtow, and ſuirable in ſome 
degree, to his Worth and Dignity, ihculd: 
be our Eſteem, and all Expreſſions of the 
ſame, or we Diſhonour him, and beſpeak a 
Refuſal. Grois Offences often make him. 


retire; and even Careleſneſs makes bim. 


ſuſpend his bleſſed Motions: Thus we ob- 


ſtruct our own Sanctification, and conſe- 


quently our Peace and Comfort; for if we- 


thus grieve him, infallibly he'll grieve us, 


by his Ablence and Retirement; and what 


is the Soul then but a Chaos of Darkneſs 5 


and Confuſion? As you value your Spiri- 


tual Joys rhe: efore, rhe life of all Religious. 


Periormances, take care of low. Thoughts 


of ſuch an invaluable Blefling;. of Heedleſ- 
nets, or any ill Treatment, that may diſguſt 


him. You may retain him wich far leſs: 


Pains, and Watchfulneſs, than regain him, 


when departed, or ſuſpending his Influen- 


ces, as I ro my coſt have found, Heavy and. 


heartleſs will you find your ſelves, when 


. 


will be all your Enterprizes, and Encoun- 


ters, while he aſſiſts. 


his Wafting Gales ceaſe ; eafic and ſucceſsful 
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Praiſe is the Work and Bleſſedneſs of Hez- of 


ven, where Saints and Angels ſing eternal 
Songs to Jehovah. Simbolize with them, 
as much as you can upon Earth, that one 

Day you may join that raviſhing Chorus. 
The Works of God of all ſorts declare his 

Perfections, and ſilently invite you to indite 
his Praiſe. He continually pours down his 
Bleſſings on your Heads, you daily feel and 
taſt his Bounty. The very animal Life is 
recreated by 5 Diffuſions of his Libera- 
lity, and ſhould join in ſome Retriburions 
of Acknowledgment; but above all, your 
Souls ſhov'd overflow with a ſenſe of his 
9 Benefits, eſpecially of ſuch as are Spiritual 

| | and Diſtinguiſhing. Eternity its ſelf will 

Lt: de little enough to Bleſs him for them, 

Mi therefore ne'r think you can —_ roo ſoon, 

Ai or do enough here. If God viſit you with 
Eroſſes, Loſſes, and Afflictions, tho' long, 
great and many, don't ſuffer your Spirits to 
be ſour'd with hard Thoughts and Com. _ 
plaints ; but labour to pacifie ſuch Tumultua-— 
tions by ſuch Thoughts as theſe: I have 
ſtill ſome Mercy left me, F'ne'er deſerv'd, 
and often forfeited : I'm not in Hell, I juſtly _ 
deſerved. God tells me, Whom he Loves, he © 
Chaftens; and wou'd I loſe fuch.a mark of iy 
his Favour, bcrter than Life, to avoid a little 
thort Pain and Trouble? 'Tis my own fault, 

| if my Attictions don't make me better; if 

1 they do, they work out for me 4 more ex“ 

1 ceceding and eterual weight of Glory, I cant 

1 quariel with that, ſure then if I do with any _ 

| | thing, it muſt only. be with my ſelf: Im 
| | 


cen aniad ro. give Trims: for all Thais 
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Why not then for ſanftified. Troubles? If 1 
get to Heaven, I ſhall thank God for them 
there, Why ſhou'd I nor then endeavour it 
here? No Affliction is intolerable, but 
* what has a. ſight of Hell at the back of 


* it: The Senſe of this, made a good Man 


* Bleſs God in, the midſt of tormenting 


* Pains, becauſe he found no Hell in them. 


When you can heartily ſay thus, you cer- 


rainly are ſtrong and bleſſed Chriſtians ; rh 


. bd . 7 
10ur out ward Man periſh, your inward is renew a 


Day by Day. Remember if ever you. get in- 


to your Hearts, much of Heavens Joy, on 


| Farth; expe& it, at ſuch ſeaſons, in the ex- 


erciſe of to heavenly a Du. 

Thus have I given you ſome. Diregions, 
how you may. adyance the ſpiritual Life: 
Many more might be added; but if theſe 
be well cultivated, I doubt not but they 
will have their Effect. I now proſecute my 


Deſign, by endeavouring to dilcover to you, 


ſome Dangers that will attend you in your 


Chriſtian Progreſs. _ I ſhall mention ſome 


more obvious to Reaſon, and thoſe I have 
found very real, and no leſs pernicious, by 
woful Experience. | ES 

I wou'd have you Wife at my Expence, 
and not your own ; tho' the latter I know 


ſticks much faſter to all; yet the Experi- 
ment often proves coſtly, and ſometimes 


fatal, believe it, and = accordingly, 


One of the greateſt Dangers your are ex- 


poled to, is the Traitor in your own. Bo- 
{oms ; the carnal part, that flatters you with 


— —ͤ—— — — 
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and often wou'd make you believe it's you 
beſt Self. Whatever acceſſional Tempters © 
| You may have to pervert you; remember 
| this is the Principal, without whoſe aſſiſt- 
' ance, the reſt cou'd by no means prevail. 
In the Fleſh are rooted all the Seeds of Con- 
[-* cupiſcence, that ſpread ſo luxurioully in the 
Life: A Man is tempted, when he is drawn a- 
way of his own Lu#, and enticed : Then when 
| { Luft has conceived, it bringeth forth Sin, &c. \ 
James 1. 14, 15. Strike therefore at theſe Re- 
mains of the Body of Sin, with all your ; 
might and skill. Too much continues after 
Converſion, to exerciſe you, all your Days, 
more or Jeſs: Summon up therefore all your 
Powers, and call in Aids from above. Some 
Sins you are expos'd to by Conſtitution ; ro 
others by Cuſtom and Example: The moſt |! 
dangerous, yo from Habits founded 
upon natural Diſpoſit ons. I ho'theſe may re- 


cCeive their Death Wound by a work of Grace 
on the Heart; yer you'll find iemptations 
| ever moſt buſic and powerful here, and ſuch. 
Luſts readieſt of all to gather freſh ſtrength, +: 
| and ftrive for the Maſtery, upon any conſi= 7 
deraile degrees of Careleſneſs : Be ture F 
then to ſtand ſtricily upon your Guard here, 1 
Jo inſtance in ſome: | T 

1. Luſt and Impurity : If this be your _ 
Temptation; make a Covenant with your Eyes; 7 
glare not at ſeducing Objects, nor famili- ; 
arly Converſe with them, at leaſt don't 
affect it; then if by chance or neceſſity you 
are caſt upon them, they will not be ſo 
| ſl ready to affect you. Be not ambitious of 
| being Admired by either Sex; if you ave, 
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you'll grow haughty and conceited, ſo odi- 
ous.and contemptible, or elſe fall a prey vo 


the Decoy. Turn your Thoughts to nobler 
Obje&s and Concerns, to divert the Scent, 


and you'll find it abate: Go on buſily a while, 


till you taſte their Entertainment; then will 
your hankering after theſe Fooleries dwindle, 
and gradually die. If a turgency of Humours, 
like Oil, feed the impure Flame, be ſober 


and moderate in the Uſe of bodily Refreſh- 
ments; curb the Beaſt, and. bring him under 


ſtri& Diſcipline : If all will not do; uſe 
the honeſt and honourable Remedy ; Mare 


ry, and don't Burn. | 


2. Intemperance in Meat or Drink: Ei- 
ther of theſe dull and fot a Man, vitiating 
the Blood, 3 and Organs of the _— 
and conſequently obſtrutt, and injure the 
faculties of the Mind. Thus, by degrees, 
the Soul is ſmother'd in a Bog, and acts as 
faintly, as a Spark in a Quagmire Avoid, 
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therefore, all occaſions carefully that inſen- 


ſibly lead you into theſe Sins. Be not curi- 
ous in your Diet, any farther, than as 


Health may require ;, not to pleaſe the 


Palate, If Conſtitution be ſtrong, Curioſity 


will tend to Epicuriſm ; and the ſweetneſs 
of the Morſel, will tempt you to Exceſs. 


Rather decline, than affe& a Feaſt, where 


Variety may as much endanger your Health 


as your Virtue, When fir Company, or 


Occaſions call you to ſuch an Entertain- 


ment, be cautious, and rather contrive what 


to refuſe, than to taſte of all the Dainties ; 
a Deſign fit only for a Libertine. Eat not 


greedily at Meals; tis unſeemly, prompts 


to 
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Slavery, and one Link draws on another, 
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to Intemperance, and if habitual, is injuri- 
ous to Health. Some affect a dexterity in 
knowing when Meats are in Seaſon, and can 
tell you where the nice Bitts are to a hair's 
breadth ; but let your End in fitting down 


to Meats be rather the ſatisfying Hunger, 


and gaining Strength, than ſatisfying your 
Eye or Appetite; for this Reaſon, always 
rife with a Stomach, and let others help 
you, rather than Carve your ſelves. Be 


- Cautious in the uſe of ſtrong Liquors ; re- 


member you may loſe your Virtue, be- 
fore you do the Uſe of your Underſtand- 
ings: Such as are mighty to drink ſtrong Drink, 
are far from being innocent. Drink no 
more Healths, than what are conſiſtent with 
your own, both in Body and Mind 1 
wou'd not caſt a Snare before you, to make 
_ needleſly rigid and ſcupulous, ſo trou- 

leſom? to your ſelves and others; but hint 
Cautions, Prudence will make uſeful. Re- 


ligion requires a maſterly government of the 


ſenſual Appetite, if we wou'd taſte the 
fweet of it; and if we don't, we ſhall ſcarce 
perſevere. If you can't command the Plea- 


| Tures of the Body, tho' lawful; in time, 


they will you, and grow criminal. Strong 
Propenſities are dangerous; the beſt way to 
moderate them, is to intermix devout Re- 
flexions amidſt Enjoyments, to leſſen Bruta- 
lity, for there lies the Danger. : 

3. Idleneſs, the conſequence commonly 
of the preceeding Indulgencies. Exceſſive 
Eating and Drinking, ditpoſe to Sloth and 
Liſtleſneſs. Vice is a Chain to bind us in 


till 
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till the Caſe grow conſummate. No Man 
is Born for himſelf, to purſue his Humour 
and Pleaſure, but the Good of the Commu- 
nity. From the Prince on the Throne, to 
him that grinds at the Mill, ſome ſuitable 
Duty, Service, Buſineſs, is expected by God 
and Man. Nobility and Eftate, excuſe not 
from all Labour, tho' they do from what's 
Servile, Mechanical, or relating to Traffick : 
tho' it's reported, The Great Turk learns 
© to make a wooden Spoon, that he might 
© be able to do ſomething, if ever he be. 
* drove to his Shifts. The Labour of the 
Brain is the moſt expenſive, and ſevere ; and 
when hard, wears out the Conſtitution faſter 
than any. . | 

This is the Gentleman's proper Province, 
if he will anſwer his true Title and Charact- 
er. When he is Studious, Learned, and 
Pious, What Game and Field-room has he 
to proſecute for the Glory of God, and the 


Good of Mankind? He's above the Tem 


pration of Preferment, that diſtorts the 
Judgment and Practice of ſo many: if De- 
vour and Serious, making, Religion his 
Buſineſs, the Prophane can't call it a Trade 
he takes up to get by; ſo the force of his 
Example will be very influential ; Men will 
hear, and read what he ſays or writes, with 
leſs Partiality and Offence. Examples are 
more cogent than Precepts ; ſee a Specimen 
of this in the Phoenix of the laſt Age, the 
Noble and IIluſtrious Mr. Boyle, whoſe uſe- 
ful Life and Works Embalm his Memory, and 
are amore durable Monument of his Worth, 
than Inſcriptions on Braſs or Marble. A 

| Me Tn learned 
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learned Architect ſaid, St. Paul's was now 
fo firmly Built, as to expect the Day of 
Judgment for its Diſſolution : This is Me- 
chanical Talk in the daik ; for if he knows 
the ſtrength of the Foundation, he is little 
acquainted with the Day of Judgment : 
But this noble Soul's Performances may laſt 
till that Day, and his Benefit of them ſur- 
vive it, and laſt to Erernity. This Honour- 
able Perſon was invited by A. B. Uſer to 
_—_ Divinity, in order to the Miniſtry ; 
bur his reply was : He thought he could do 
more Good in the Capacity he liv'd and 
dy'd. We wear out our Days in doing no- 


Miſchief. Labour in Vain, is a dull Buſi- 
neſs: And an active Spirit, unimploy'd in 
good Deſigns, will grow reſtleſs in bad: If 
an idle Devil get full poſſeſſion of ſuch, 
+ he'll ſoon becken in Legion to keep him 


— ——— 
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ſals, is a Fool's Paradiſe, where many ſpend 
great part of their Time. They are Great, 
Rich, Honourable, Wiſe, Learned; and 
| : every thing deſirable, in Idea, by a nimble 
| _ ſtretch of Fancy: then ſummon the World 
before them to admire, and applaud their 


— 
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| kneed Mordecai to ſtand in their way. Ihave 
had roo many Turns in theſe fantaſtic Walks; 
and, while I'm writing, have had ſome Frisks, 
and impatient Sallies that way. To warn 

| |} . you the more effectually, I ſet my ſelf for- 


— — 2 _—— 
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ter 


thing, or nothing to the purpoſe; or doing 


r Company. Vain Thoughts, and Muſings, 
breed a horrid conſumption of Time. Idle 
Devices, fanciful Schemes, and airy Suppo- 


| Virtue, and Grandure ; and ſuffer no ſtiff- 


ward in the firſt Rank to do Pennance, to de- 


4 


1 


” | 


and quicken'd me. 
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ter you from Things ſo prejudicial. Tf any 
of theſe imaginary Scenes are lawful, thoſe 
Suppoſitions of being Great to do good, 


are the beſt; but take heed they don't hin- 


der you from being, and doing any thing of 


that kind, you might, and oughr. Look 


upon your ſelves as Tenants, at the Will 
of your Lord: Stock your precious Minutes 
with Devotion, and Uſefulneſs: * May Life 
teach ycu the Worth of Time to purpoſe, 
and not Death too late; in vain, with that 
* poor Wretch, that call'd for Time again, 
* when 'twas ending. When Time begins 
to fir heavy on your Heads, read ſuch ſe ri- 
ous, awakening Books as Drexellius, Caley of 
Tims and Eternity; particularly, Mr Wide 
of Redemption of Time; that has often rous'd 


| II. 
Another Danger that will eaſily beſet 
you, is the World, with its Cares and Con- 


cerns, Buſineſs, Affairs, Company, Diverſi- 


ons, and endleſs Temptations, to turn vou 


out of the Path of Life. How buſie ate 


Mortals in theſe Matters, like Ants on » 
Mole-Hill, forgetting how ſoon the foor ot 


Providence may cruſh them! How ſtrange- 


ly forgotten ſeems the unſeen, and glorious 
World, as if it was rather a Mode and Fa- 
ſhion ro profeſs the Belief of it, than a rea- 
lity! Take heed this Humour ſteal not up- 

on you, by ill Examples, and ruine your 
Souls e'er you perceive it: It works e£x2cu- 
ally, inſcnſibly, and, zt length, proves ſo 
bewitching, as to extinguith fear of Danger; 


ſo lulls Men faſt afleep in deep Security. 
E Some 


S 


be neceſſary for you, for many Reaſons. 
Even Women have made themſelves very 
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Some uſeful Calling, or Profeſſion, will 


| uſeful to the Public by Phyſic and Chirur- 
gery, adminiſtred to the Poor; by Writing, 
and giving away gcod Books; by ditcreet 


managery of Domeſtic Affairs; and pious 


Education of Children: Such Projects I re- 


commend to you, my Dear Ones of that 


Sex. As for you of the other, you muſt 
think of engaging ſerioully in ſome Profel- 


ion, as I ſaid before. Here conſult your 


Abilities, Genius, and Inclination, which, 


if prudently comply'd with, may prove half 


. I 
7 
. 
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your Buſineſs; for what you do with 


lea- 
jure, you'll eaſily conquer. If God bleſs 


you with Capacity and Inclination, I eſteem 


the Study of Divinity, as moſt honourable, 


and ſafe for your Souls, I'm moſt concern'd 


for. God had but one Son, and he made 


* him a Miniſter : Don't you dare then to 
* flight the Office; if Modeſty, and Diſa- 


* bility make you decline it. While you 
are teaching others the Way to Heaven, if 
you re Faithful, you are the more likely to 


nnd it yourſelves : Your very Work, is the 


Way thither. If you intermix ſome Know- 


| ledge in Phyſic, 'twill make you more ac- 
ceptable and uſeful: By good Offices to the 


Flattery, and other ſervile Compliances and 


Body, you'll make a nearer acceſs to the 
Soul, eſpecially of the poorer fort. Some 
Eſtate you have ron to keep you the 


more independant onthe World. Thus Pro- 
vidence cuts the finews of a Temptation, 
that prevails on many to ſubmit to baſe 


Sub- 


Se 
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7 N Crhmiſſions, Weou'd the Rich and Great 
cConſider this, and expreſs a \ aJue for the 


Miniſtry, by devoting their Children to 
the Pricthocd, 'rwould appear more Ilo- 


ndurable in the Eyes cf the World, and 
amend it, by greater Succeſs in the Mini- 


frry. Undertake what Function you will, 


the World will be ſure to purſue you with 
its Barts. EH aa me: 7: 
1. Covetouſneſs, if you incline to, and 


' ſeed the Diſtemper, will grow upon ycu, 


and Teraptations to it, croud in cn all hands. 
To prevent it, if Riches increaſe, ſet mt your 
Heart on them, but bleed your Eſtate by Cha- 
rity, that will conduce as much to its Health 
as kindly Evacuations do to that of the Body. 


Don't grow Lazy in Plenty ; the better Farm 


the 13 enant has, the greater Rent his Lord ex- 
pets. Covetoulneſs conſiſts in an eager re- 
ire after more, or too ſtiff a Tenacity in 
keeping What you have: Tis a u rurbulent 
Paſl.on that tares the Preaſt with Anxiety; 
diſhonours Religion, and provokes Al mighty 
Gcd. It diſtruſts his Care and Providence, 
nd exprefles a Preference in the Affections to 
Mammcn before him; and a froiver Con- 


fidence in a little uncertain Pelf, than in the 


Living God. In chooſing therefgre a Pro- 
feſſion, begin at the right end of your | 
Work; make God's Glory your prime End. 


This will Sancifie it, and bring down hs 


Pleſſing: And tho' you may have other 


Ends, yet let them be ſecondary, and ſub— 
ordinate. Seck fist the Kingdom of God, and 
ad othcr Things jha# be ad led. 

Fix firmly your Souls on this Principle of 
| E Reſt: 
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. Reft : Perform, by the help cf God, the 

Duty, and quietly depend upon the Promiſe, 

If God pour Ticaſure upon you, cwn his 
Bounty, prize it as a Talent committed to 
your Truſt, and improve it for his Glory. 
If he trown upon ycur Affairs, while care- >, 
tu] and induſtricus; acquieſce in the Diſpen- 
lation with ſerenity : Contenredly reſign in- 
to his Hands, what's his own, as if you heard 
im demand ir. Place your fecif, as in his 


5 
[7 


1 View, ſtrictly beholding your Behaviour. 
| Know he ſends theſe Croiles, to encreate 


your Patience, Truft, and Obedience: That 
you Honour him now as much by a viges 
cus exerciſe of theſe Virtues ; as you did 
before, by mere liberal Diſtributions of 
Charity. While the Sun cf Proſperity þ 
ſhines warm, and ſtrong upon you, dont ? 
bask in Security, but expect Viciſſitudes, 
Lil. and prepare for Tryals, and Encounters, 
Surprizes make Afflictions fit heavy; Prepa- 
ration leſtens the Weight: Remember Hea- 
ven will make amends for all; labour there- 
fore to be of that holy Man's Mind, who, 
v hen he lay a dying, declar'd, That he be- 
| * {iev'd be coulil ut have gone to Heaven, with- 
out ev'ry Afiction, that he hai undergone, 1's 
* which were many : Thereby, I ſuppoſe, :. 
 endeavouring to pay the greateſt Deterence 
* potlikle to the Wiſdom of God, in per- 
| ; mitting them. Nothing more cats out 
1 the licart of Religion, than carking worldly 
Caies: And next to the Heart of Man, no- 
ching is more degeitful, than this Vice ci 
Curetouſneſs, that inſinuates under ſo ma— 
ny plauſible Pretences. Once 1 cou d not 
ST think 


CFW. 
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think it lurk'd, in any Prevalency, in my 
Soul, but ſome occaſional Tryals lately con- 
vinced me, that I was  miſtiken. Gund 


watchfully therefore againſt the Incroachi- 


ment of this Serpent, cr it will ſccretiy 
wind in upon you. 


2. Honour and high Stations: If their - 
once dazle your Eyes, your Heads wil! foun. - 


turn round, and you'll Le indanger of falling 


down a Precipice. Such Deſires Will de 


* 
a4 © » 1 . 


vour your Time, and all your fer: 
Thoughts, and leave your Souls mcer Ske— 


 Jetons of Virtue. Quench theſe Sparks be- 


4 — 


fore they burſt into a Flame, and reztan 


your ſelves out of love of ſuch airy Fcllies. 
Is the ſtation of a Weather-cack pleaſant, 
becauſe it's high * And whar's daily to be 


made the ſport of Winds, defirable ® Can 


empty Titles confer ſolid Felicity; and un- 


certain puffs of Air fill with Satisfaction? 
If your Names are found with gentle plæa- 
ing Breeſes to Day; Envy, or a light Ac- 
cident, may nip, and blaſt them to Morrow. 
Some that delighted ro be taken norice of, 
and calk'd of by many, have found ar laſt, 
that to be roſs'd much on Mens Tongues, 
as it has happen'd, has been next of kin 
to being toſs 'd in a Blanket. He that's ſer 


upon an Eminency, is moſt expoſed to pub- 


lic View, and ſo to ſeverer Cenſure, as 


Faults and Weakneſſes appear. Are you ſo 


vain to think your felves without them, or 


to eſcape inviduous wanton Momus's Ins. 


fpetion? Wou'd you be tickl'd to Death 
by a Feather, meerly to Die laughing ? 


Will you ſuffer your Souls to fWell with 


: E 3 Pride, 
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Pride, and Die for ever, only to go out cf the 
World with Applauſe ? Thus argue your 
.. ſclves out of all Deſires, and Endeavours 
after ſuch childiſh Bubbles, and noxicus 
| Vanities Rather affect to be of his Mind., 
* who, when he found himſelf tickl'd with 4 


* * Praiſe, choſe to do ſomething Weak. or 
© Ridiculous, that the World might more 
| * Deſpile than Admire; on purpoſe to prick 
the growing Tympany, and keep himſelf 
Safe and Humble. | . Y 
3. III Company: This has prov'd the un- 
doing cf Multitudes, that otherwiſe pro- 


miſed fair, for a ſober, and religious Life. 
Be ſhy therefore of this fatal Snare, and let 
no Inducements prevail, to aſſociate with 
luch a Confederacy : There's a great deal of 
difference between being caſt upon ſuch » 
Company, by Buſineſs, or other Accidents, 
and the affecting and feeking it. If the lat. | 7 
ter happen, and prevail, ycu Il foon perceive | 
all good Diſpoſitions to languiſh; and if you | 
don't ſpeedily retire, and redreſs the Miſ- 
chief, a new Byaſs will be clapt on your In- 
clinations, to carry you Whither you neer 
{o much as ſuſpeQed, or thought poſſible 
before. Men of Wit and Parts are often 
| fingled out by their Betters, to be the Fid- 
dle of the Company: The Careſſes of ſuch 
u orking upon complaiſant Tempers, have 
ruin'd many well diſpos'd. If ever you are 
Maſters of theſe Qualifications, and find 
yourſelves acceptable to light Company, 
» ontider your Danger, and redouble your | 
©.uard ; for be ſure the Temptation willits 
1 ct Ever chule to ſpeak, what may do E 
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© a Man real Good, than make him Laugh, 
© and create an Opinion in him of your 
© Wit. Men may begin Modeſtly, but if 
the Humcur be indulg'd, impatient Sallies 
follow faſt, till Wit grow licentious, keep- 
ing no meaſures: Then Friendſhip falls a 
Sacrifice to a Satyric Jeſt ; and the Humour 
ſcarce ſtopstill it inſult the Almighty himſelf. 


ger, in the choice of your Company, that 
may prove very prejudicial, tho' in a lefs 
oObfervable manner. Ev'ry Man is not Sober 
that is thought ſo; nor are all they truly Re- 
ligious, that may be tamed for it. A Man 
may be a real Chriſtian, tho' dull and loiter- 
ing; but it's hard, many times, to diſcern 
ſuch from Hypocrites. I ſpeak not this to 
make you cenſorious, butprudent and cauti- 
ous. If you link your ſelves cloſe in inti- 
mate Friendſhip with any you ſhou'd great- 
1y be miſtaken in, expecting much aſſiſtance 
from their Converſe in the way to Heaven; 
if they prove cold and careleſs, the preſum- 
prion will prove no ſmall Prejudice : You'll 
certainly miſs your End; nay, be in great 
danger of growing as bad as they : In this 
caſe, after a wrong Choice, a Man won't ſoon 
grow jealous of an Intimado; this looks 
tickle and fooliſh ; but in time the Miſchief 
will appear. Be a little nice therefore in 


vances in Religion. | | 
ITE. 3 
Another Danger that will aſſault you, is 


Infernal Hoſt; not more formidable for 


I muſt ſtill advertiſe you of another Dan- 


theſe Choices, if you wou'd make great Ad- 


from rhe Prince of the Power of the Air, and his 
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thods to draw you from God. Was a lively 


tenſe of this ſtrongly impreſs'd on your 
Thoughts, 'rwou'd be a bleſſed Means to 


prevent their pernicions Deſigns. They 
can't force you to comply with them, but 
violently tempt you they may, by divers 
crafty Arts and Stratagems: 7 key generally 
work upon Mens Luſts by the rid, their 
grand Magazine of Temptations ; rho' often 
they more directly and immediately accoſt 
Men without any intervening Helps and 
Aſſiſtance. How they affect our Spirits, or 
how to diſtinguiſh their Influences from the 


Motions of our own, is difficult % be de- 


termin'd, fince we know fo little of their 
Nature or our own ; but that they do, we 
have abundant Teſtimony from God him- 
ſelf. When our Corruptions are drawn forth 


by ſuirable Obje&s, we are ſeldom ſenſible 


of any foreign Influences; but no doubt 
natural Concupiſcence is whetred, and Luſts 
inflamed by their privy Suggeſtions, when 
we little think of them. T hefe ſeem moſt- 


ly apparent in the exorbitancy and outrage 


of ſome Mens Rage and Fury, tho' nct ex- 
clufive of other Caſes; but becauſe thoſe 


helliſh Paſſions aſſimulate our Natures moſt 


to Satan, we have but too juſt a reaſon toſuſ- 


pect, that in ſuch unhappy Minutes, we are 


more ſubjected to his Power. I'll inſtance 
in a few: | 2 

1. Pride. This they know was their own 
undoing, and, by long Experience, how ſuc- 


Number, than Subtilty and Malice. They 
continually hover about you, to inftigate 
you to Miſchief, and by all imaginable Me- 
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„5 AX ceſsful a Bait it has been to ſeduce: vain 

"XZ Mortals. When they can't tempt Men to 

Z Libertiniſm, they ſet upon them to be proud 
pf the Proficiency they make in Religion; 
FF which they know will blaſt their Attempts, 
„and bring them to Ruin. Whenever you 
© find a Turgency of this Humour moving 
_*% within you, be afraid, as you ought, and 1m- 
= medaately ſtrive to damp it with a ſenſe ot 
Danger. Spiritual Pride is moſt provoking to 
7 God, as it's an abuſe of his beſt Gifts; therc- 
fore, the Devil, your utter Enemy, will de 
ure to prompt you to it. Whatever No- 
tions you may have of the matter, ycu'll 
find it extream difficult in fact to keep cicar 
of it. It's the Diſtemper of thoſe that ſeem 
great Proficients in Knowledge, and active 
in the Performance of out wa: d Duties. It 
often inſenſibly increaſes with theſe Attain- 
ments, ſo is the more dangerous. It hin- 
ders the growth of Grace and Virtue; for 
he that's Proud of what he has, thinks he 
has enough; and he that does fo, will fearce 
ſeek after mere. But, alas! What have you 
to be Proud of? Your Graces are God's 
Gifts; if ſtrong, they are ſo by Divine In- 
fluence: And dare you arrogate to your 
ſlclves the Praiſe of his Bounty? If they are 
Weal:, tis thro' vour own Negligence; And 
can you be proud of Faults and Follies? If 
your good * /orks are many and more per- 
tect, God diſpos'd your Hearts to rhem, and 
ailfted you in the manner of Performance, 
or you had fail'd in both; either you had 
omitted them, or fail'd for want of a right 
Intention or End, which had made them of 

| little 
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little Value, ſo that you have no reaſon to 
think highly of your ſelves or them, but 
of: God alone. 4 
Add to theſe Thoughts, Reflections on 
your endleſs Omiſſions, Failures, and paſt 
Blots of your Lives; conſider how few ct 
your Actions can bear the Teſt of Conſcience, 
much leſs God's Tryal, and by all Methods 
ſtrive to keep your Souls low and humble. 
Remember what I now tell you: If you in- 
dulge Pride, God will either forfike you, 
or ſuffer you to tumble into the Dirt; tome 
ſhameful Sin ſoundly to awaken and hum- 
ble you. Labour to be deeply ſenſible of 
your own' Unworthinefs, and, with holy 7ob, 
to abhor your ſelves in Buſt and Afhes. 
Look unto Jeſus, the Author and Hniſber of your 
Faith: Depend entire Hy upon Ct rat He bas 
done and ſuffer'd, and is doing, for your ac- 
ceptance with Almighty God. Love Holi- 
neſs, and live as like Angels as you can; but 
then Icok off your ſelves and Performances, 
in point of Juſtification before Gcd, and re” 
pole all your Confidence in Chrilt Jeivs alone. 
Compare what St. Paul ſays in his Epiitle to 
the Remans, and the 3 Chap. of his Epiſtle 
to the Philip. concerning Faith, with what 
our bleſſed Saviour fays, Lale 17. 10. When 
von have done all thoſe Things which are com- 
munided you, fay, We are unprefitable Scruants ;. 
we have dene that which was our Duty to do. 
None are more apt to be proud of their good 
Works, than ſuch as moſt truſt in them. 
Fxamine then diligently the Root of your 
Truſt, and Confidence in the Concerns of 
your Souls; ſift and try narrowly where they 
_ enter 
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center and repoſe themſelves, if you wou'd 
avoid this Snare. The Heart is very deceit- 
fal; I found it ſo in this very Matter, and 
many more, God knows; therefore labour 
the Hor to excite Caution in you. In a 
dangercus IIlneſs, being under apprehen- 
ſions of Death, I remember I was think- 
© ing with my ſelf what Comforts and San- 
* &uary to fly roo: Immedaately I fell to a 
© Recolle&ion of my good Deeds and reli- 
* gious Services: Some of the latter I had 
lately perform'd, to my thinking, more 
* Spiritually ; and tho' I had then the ſame 
* Notions I have now, concerning the ulti- 
mate repoſe of the Soul, in ſuch Caſes, yet 
l found my Thoughts leaning on this de- 
ceitful Prop, and my Heart cRaving to this 
* Refuge of Lies. God forgive me, and help 
me to do better: God dire and aflift you, 
that being all kept from a prevalency of Pride 
and falſe Truſts, we may ne'er fall into the 
Cond:ranation of the Devil; but one Day meet 
at the feet of the Holy Jeſus, ne'er more to 
palit, but ever ſing his Praiſe in Heaven. 
Amen. | : 
2. Envy. This is the peculiar Sphere the 
infernal Fiends move in: Tis the main 
Spring of all their malicious Attempts a- 
gainſt poor Mortals. "They have loſt God, 
Heaven, Happineſs, and are irrecoverably 
plung'd in the Horrors of eternal Darkneſs 
and Miſery. They envy all Men the poſſi- 
buury of eſcaping their forlorn Fate, and of 
attaining that incomparable Felicity they 
have forever loſt. The pungent Senſe of 
this makes them rage and repine, being fill d 
Ho with 
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with envy and regret, that meaner Creatures 
. Thou d be poſſeſs'd of rhoſe glorious Hopes 


they can't entertain the leaſt Glimpſe of, 
and this makes them unwearied in their At- 
tempts todeſtroy them. Beware of this fiend- 


:3ſh Diſpoſition, as you wou'd of a cloſe Jun 


ction and Confederacy with Hell it feJf. It's 
a Vice that ſteals inperceptibly upon you, 
ſo you had need be more cautious. To 
prevent it the more effectually, labour after 
an habitual Contentedneſs with your Con- 
dition, as appointed you, by the Love and 


— 


Wiſdom of your heavenly Father. Expect 


Tryals >nd Changes, ſuitable to the muta- 
biliry of the preſent State. Settle it in your 
Hearts before hand, that whatever happens 


of this nature, in relation to your cutward 
Circumſtances, is beſt for you, according 


to that Promiſe: A Things work together for 


good to them that love God, Rom. 8. 28. Gaze 
not too intently on the Splendor, the Pomp 


and Gaiety of the Rich and Great : Remem- 
ber that Palaces have often leſs Content than 
Cottages; that there can be no Happineſs 
without it; that Gedlineſs with Content is great 
Gain : That great Receipts muſt make long 
Accounts; and if ill imploy'd, will have a 


over: Quit once theſe Miſtakes, and rhe 
Work's more than half done. © I bleſs 
* God, I ne'er felt any prevalency of this 
* Tempration but once ; but then ſuddenly 
it 


fearful Doom: That not many Wiſe, Mighty or 
Noble are called. By ſuch kind of Thoughts 
' repreſs all envious Motions, Tis Self. love 
and fond Dotage on our own Worth and 
 Excellencies, that make this humour boil. 
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it crept to a great height. God help'd me 
to ſee and fear it; to uſe ſuch Means 
as I have hinted, which he bleſs'd, to a fi- 
nal Conqueſt over it: I pray God you may 
find the ſame Succeſs when the Monſter 
hall approach and attack you. „ 
| 3. Malice and Revenge. The worſt Ene- 
mies you have in the World can't do you 
half the Miſchief theſe Vices will do you, 
if they get the Maſtery. Live then you 
muſt in continual æſtuation of Mind; 
Storms and Tempeſts will continually roll 
over your Heads; Peace will fly far from 
you, and Divine Vengeance, worſt of all, 
will finally overtake you- This is the con- 
ſtant Walk of the Ryaring Lion, that goer 
about ſecking whom he may De vour. Avoid then 


k all Traces of his Footſteps, as you wou'd 
his Appearance; the latter may more af. 
| Fright you; but the former, it you tread 
in them, will more injure you. All an- 
* gry Emotions, and ſouring Reſentments, 
tend towards a Completion this way : The 
leaſt Sparks of this Wild-Fire often end in 
the greateſt Flame. Watch then againſt the 
firſt Impreſſions of a techy Diſpoſition ; 
ſuffer not ſudden Reſentments to fire your 
Spirits, much leſs fix in a ſettled Diſplea- 
ſure. Lay in a ſet of wiſe Thoughts and 
| prudent Reſolutions before occaſions offer, 
and beſureto be ruled by them when they do. 
& Upon Provocations, be ſilent. till you have 
fann'd and cool'd your Thoughts by Conſi- 
deration : This is a ſure Rule, not only in 
caſe of conceived Affronts, but when real 
and great. Hatred uſually commences from 
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cheſe beginnings negleRed, till it fertſein Pat 
zmplacable Malice, that ever meditates Re- | 


venge, the very Complexion of Hell. The Þ pie 
Devil in theſe Cafes ortfully and ſilently Te 
blows the Coals, till he appcar more plainly "Pu 
in that impetuous Rage that executes Re- nu 
venge; fome Inſtances whereof are very ſeſ 
ſtrange, and otherwiſe unaccountable. To 1 x, 
countermine theſe Deſigns cf the Enemy, ve 
"tis ſafe and wiſe to habituate the Mind to =. Ba 
 Self-Denials of this kind, by obliging and ks 
doing good to Enemies. I his brings a Man =o 
to a ſettled Pacateneſs, and gives him great ſex 
Command of himſe H on all occaſions. © This | th 
* was the admirable Attainment cf that Pj 
great Man, and gloricus Martyr, A. B. D. 
Cranmer: Tis ſaid of him, That if any {ir 
Man had diſoblig'd him, he wou'd be ſure = 
* to do that Man a Kindneſs the firſt time ir | de 
* Jay in his Power. This Management of | [e 
| * himieglf, 61'd his Soul fo brim- full of O 
þ Charity, that there was no room left for Fit 
the Cloven-Foot of Malice and Revenge ' Ih 
to leave the leaſt Impreſſion. : 
Ihus have I given you, my Dear Ones, | an 
ſome plain Directions to afjiſt you in the 7 
way to Heaven, and warn'd you of fome | 8e 
Rocks and Sands that lye in your Paſſage. m 
T have omitted many Things, to arm you | 1 
the more fully againſt what I thought 1 1 
might prove your greateſt Danger. I may _ 
have propagated to your Conſtitutions ſome 41 
hereditary Sceds of Vice; therefore, to n= 
make you what amends I can, I levelld - | a 
my Intenticns in theſe Papers, as I cou'd, , C: 
to accompliſh that Deſign. As a tender | © 
| 1 Father, . 5 
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Father, I thaught my felf wnder ſome Obl- 
gations of this kind; and the reading a 
pious Book of a Lady, call d, The Mor her & 
Teracy to her Unborn Child, quicken'd my 
Performance. I thought if the thewd ſo 
much Concern for one ſhe had not in Poſ-. 
ſeſſion, I had reaſon to ſhew ſome for thofe. 
I enjoy'd : Tis a pious Performance, well 
worth your Reading and Conſidering. She 
ſeem'd to be under ſtrong Imprefiions of 
her approaching End, which happen'd ac- 
cordingly ; fo the wrote very ſolemnly and. 
ſeriouſly, and may be Tuppos d to have more 
than ordinary Aſſiſtances; ſuch a vein, of 


Piety and Devotion runs thro' the whole 


Diſcourſe, as much affected me, and had no 
ſmall influence on the f:ame of my Spirit. 


Let not the frailty of he Sex make ye 


deſpiſe it: Believe it, believe it, tis not 
Learning nor fine Spegulations, (tho' on ſome 
Occaſions uſeful and Commenda bse) gut ſe- 
ric us practical Religion, that will make you 
happy in Life and Death. 3 


I leave you the Life cf your Grandfather 


and my oven in Manuſcript; it may do you 


Service to read them more than once 
Some Counſels and experimental Caſes there 


may inſtruct and make you Wiſe, if you 


are willing to buy Wiſdom at others Coſt. 
41 dehire they may never be made public, 
becauſe they are written withour Relerve, 


and are not fenc'd againſt the Cenſures of 


a critical Age; but if this poor Performance, 
and ſome more you may find, can be thought 
capable of doing others Service, ule your 


own Prudence in publiſhing or - lyppretiing. 
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them accordingly. I have now nothing 


more to add, but to give you a few Hints 
concerning Deſertion; if it happen to be 
your Caſe, as ] fear it's too much my own, 
while I'm writing; then ſubjoin ſome ſhort 
Rules I have found Advantage by, conclu- 
ding with a Prayer for the Succeſs of all. 
| There are ſeveral degrees of this ſpiritual 
MaJady : *T will be your Wiſdom to prepare 
and expect ſuch a State, eſpecially if you 


once grow remiſs and careleſs: It pleas d my 
kind Maſter ſo to order it, as to caſt in my 


way ſome uſeful Books and Paſſages rela- 
ting to that Subject, before J fell into it, 
which J here Recognize with Thankfulneſs. 
You'll find ſome of the beſt ready collected 
to your hands, ſo 1 ſhall but briefly touch 
upon it. | 

What uſe God makes of his Prerogative 
in Deſertions, is not to be determin'd, nor 
need it, ſince he ever acts Wiſely and Juſtly 
at all Times. Whatever ſpecial Caſes there 
may be, I believe he uſually proceeds ſuit- 
ably to Mens Behaviour : Some offend more 
than others, tho' all do more or leſs; and 
tis ſafe ro ſuppoſe Sin the occaſion. Great 
Offences provoke him to retire the farther, 
to leave the Soul either Senſleſs and Unactive, 


or full cf Grief and Horrour; the latter is 


more painful, but ſooner brings a Man to 


himſelf; the former ſuffers Men to run long 


and far from God, ſo brings on a more terri- 
ble Storm at laſt. | SR 


Another State there is, when the Soul is 


ſenſible of God's Withdrawings, and de- 


ſires and ſeeks to help itſelf, but can't; it's 


Vigour 
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Authors multiply many Heads upon leveral 


forts of Deſertions more, together with theit 


various Degrees ;, bur theſe J have named, 


1 chink ſuſhcient ro my. Purpoſe, in the 
Uttle I detign ro ſay. | „ 

1. A watchful Chriſtian will ſoon obſerve 
the Wirhdrawings of Divins Aifiſtance ; if 
he don't, they mult be extreamty gradual ; 
bur then, in a ſhort time, Weakneis and 
Declenſion will appear, if he compares his 


former State with his preſent, in their dif- 


ferent Effects A Man, in a Conſumption, 
may not perceive. rhe firſt onfer of his Di- 


3 


ſtemper; but in a little while, the failure of- 


his Strength will make him fully underſtand. 
it. Dryneſs of Spirit and Dulneſs will ſome- 
times affect the beſt; but if you teel habi- 
tua! Decays ſtealing upon you, ſtrive imme- 
diately by all uſeful Means to Recover. A 


Hectic is eaſily cured at the beginning; if 


it ger Head, with great difficulty, Some 
of the firſt Symptoms of Defertion are a 
languor on the Affections, that produces a. 


lifeleſneſs in Duties, and a backwardneſs to 
them, then gradual Intermiſſions; ſpiritual 


Truths loſe much: of their Beauty and. 


Efficacy: The Soul hears and reads much. 


of Chriſt Jeſus, with: few and feeble ſtir- 
rings of Aﬀection, and feldom elfe thinks 
of Him. Now Read, Meditate, Pray, or 


you'll fink apace ; grow worle daily, and: 


more indiſpoſed to return. If you can't per- 


form them with your former Life and Spirit, 
yet do as you can; and when God ſees you: | 


reſolute to break thro' Difficulties, and do 


— 
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violence to fleepy Inclinations, he'll cer- 


tainly accept and ſuccour you. I fail'd 


here; do you take Warning: I was alarm'd 
at the firſt approaches of the Diſeaſe, and 


ſtrove againſt it, but, alas, too faintly ; and 
God only knows what my Careleſneſs may 
coſt me. The firſt Decay I felt, happen'd 


upon an Abatement of my retired ſolitary 


Hours for Communion with God. The Oc- 
caſion was my engaging in ſome uſeful 
Services, as I thought, and ſtill think, had J 
managed them aright; but] focliſhly ſuffer'd 


them to turn the ſtream of my Thoughts 


too much from Devotion: Thus my Com- 
forts flag'd, Hope droop'd, Vigour in Obe- 
dience and Duties fail'd. 
At this juncture, ſome croſs Affairs of 
the World broke in upon me, and did me 
more Prejudice than all the reſt; for, under 
pretence of Unfitneſs, or to act Humility, 
I was leſs in ſome grand Duties than be- 
fore. Thus I grew worſe and worſe, and 
found no Help but in the way of Duty. I 
run thro' the whole proceſs of my Fall more 
diſtinctly, to be the more Inſtructive to 
you, and conclude it with this ſolemn Ad- 
vice: Be Vigilant under all Attainments; 


obſerve carefully the firſt Receſſes of ycur 


beſt Friend; without delay apply Remedies ; 
be ſhy of the World, as of one of your 
flyeſt Enemies; omit no conſiderable Duty 
on any Pretence, bur ſuch as for the preſent 
you know grofly unfits you ; look earneſtly 
and as conſtantly as you can to Jeſus, for 
his ſpecial Aid: then if you fall into this 
State, the Iſſue may be Glerious, tho' your 

; pre- 
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preſent Circumitances be Troubleſom. Thus 

you may come acquainted with ſuch Jatent . N 
Corrruption, that lay dormant in your Souls 

before, without ſuſpicion ; and by God's 

Aſſiſtance you may mortifie it; ſo your 
Union and Communion with God, may 

ever after prove more firm and folid, more 

comfortable and delightful. I pray God 

grant it to me and you for Jeſus's ſake. | 

Amcn. | | | | |, 

2. If thro' Carnal Security and Preſumpti- | 
on, you fall into a ſtupid, ſenſleſs State, | 
ſo much the leſs trouble or uncaſineſs you | 
find, the greater is your Danger. As De- 
ſpondency cuts the ſinews of Endeavour; ſo 
ſettl'd Eaſe in a ſinful State, will have little 
better Effect. A real Chriſtian, I think, 
ſcarce ever falls into a total Inſenſibility of 
his Condition, when deſerted by God; but | 
that he may grow ſo ſtupidly eaſte unden 
it, as to uſe little or no means for Redreſs, 

I fear is too common. 'Tis in vain for ſuck 1 
to make lazy Excuſes, that they can't be | 
better without greater Aſſiſtances from the 
Spirit of God. Tho' the Allegation in part 
be true, yet the Plea is lame and provoking, 
till all Means are ply'd with vigour ; and 
then, Idoubt not, but the Complaint in time 
will ceaſe. O! dread to act at ſuch a provok- 
ing Rate: Believe it, God will puniſh ſuch 
Folly and Ingratitude,; and firſt or laſt con- f 
vince them effectually that dare thus affront 
his Patience, and triffe with the Offers of 
dis Grace and Love: Be Wiſe in time, or 

know a dreadful Experiment awaits you. 
Lord, if this in any great degree be my 

| State, 
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State, I beſeech Thee rouſe and awaken me, 
before thy Thunder over-take me : Con- 
_ vince, Help and Heal me, for Jeſus ſake. 
Amen. | . : 
3. If you ſtill fall deeper, and plunge 
ro the bottom of the Slough, fall into Hor- 
ror and Deſpondency, take great care of 


yielding to the Temptation. Admit no hard 


Thoughts of God ; tho' they force in, reject 
them : remember his Mercy is infinite, and 


endures for ever: truſt to it in ways of 


Puties; comply with them, tho' ne'er 1o 
lamely perform'd. Then is your Truſt in 
God firm and glorious, when you pur all 
en his Mercy, and his Son's Merits en- 
eirely; ſo that if he fail you, you know 
yourſelf utterly undone : Tis moſt difficult 
at this Seaſon to do it, but it's the more 
honourable and pleaſing to him; for tis to 
Hope againſt Hope: A Friend loves to be 
truſted, ſo does God; and when can you: 
do it with clearer Evidence of its Reality 


and Perfection, than at fuch a Juncture when. | 


be frowns? Liſten to no Suggeſtions that 
Death will eaſe you, or a profligate Life di- 
vert you. If ſuch Thoughts drive in, re- 


member they come from the Father of Lies, 


21d Murtherer of Souls; abominate him. 
and them ; cry continually to God, and 
wait for him; and in the beſt Seaſon he'll 
certainly. relieve you. | | 


Acquaintance with: God, the Fountain of. 


all true Honour and Happineſs, is the ſu- 


pream Dignity and Felicity of the Soul of | 


Man. Moſt Men intenſely deſire, and aſſi- 


duaufly court the Favour and. Friendſhi p. 
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of the Rich and Great, the Learned and the 
Honourable: Any that are dignified or di- 
ſtinguiſnh'd, by real Characters of Merit, or 
Fortune and high Station; and after an 
Attainment of theſe their eager Proſecu- 
tions, value themſelves exceedingly upon 
theſe airy Honours they conceive done them. 
But, alas! What are theſe and all of this na- 
ture, that can be expreſs'd, compar'd to the 
Friendſhip of the Great and Eternal God, 
but as Shadows to the Sun, and empty Bub- 
bles driven by the Wind ? Theſe airy Satis- 
factions lie moſt in Fancy and Opinion; 
and when more real and affecting, often 
expoſe their Votaries to greater Diſappoint- 
ments. Fickleneſs more or leſs is incidental 
to Mankind, and what ſatisfying Security 
can a Man receive againſt the mutations of 
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a light, unconſtant Mind, that often diſcards 


its Admirers without any juſt Offence or 
Prevocation ? But now, What ſolid Con- 
tent and full Satisfaction muſt poſſeſs that 
happy Breaſt, that is bleſs'd and honour'd 
with a humble Familfarity with Heaven? 
1 hat feels the Love of God ſhed abroad in his 
Soul; and Christ dwelling in his Heart by Faith, 
and in him the hope of Glory: That converſes 
with his God as intimately as a Man does 
with his Friend; repoſing an entire Confi- 
dence in his Power and Faithfulneſs, to con- 
duct him by his Providence, thro' all the 
Affairs and Paſſages of Life; caſting all the 
Burthen of his Cares upon Him, that careth for 
im; eaſing his own Boſom of all carkin 
Sollicitude, by an eſtabliſh'd Hope, and truſ 
upon the immoveable Center of Reft. What 
| | | can 


. — — — - — 


64 The Advice of a Father 
can he want, that has God All-fufficient for 
his Portion, and his pretious Promifes, that ap- 
» pertain to Life and Godlinefs, to ſupport his 
Faith in Prayer? O! thrice happy Soul 
that is thus befriended, that lias the Peace of 
God that paſſes all Underſtanding, ruling in his 
Heart; and the Joy of the Holy Gho#t over-ſpread- 
ing his very Countenance. | 
O O Iahour, labour hard to get and keep fo 
Divine a Bleſſing, that will even overlay 
your Souls with Conſolations. Whatever 
Difficulties beſet you in the gaining, keep- 
ing or recovering ſuch a Happineſs; break 
; thro' them, my Dear Ones, with a holy Re- 
| ſolution and undauntedneſs of Spirit; and 
ever think all Pains and Difficulties richly 
_  Tewarded with ſo heavenly an Attainment. 
None furely are ſuch true Objects of pity 
as thoſe that live and die Strangers to this 
infinite ſource of Happineſs, this Friend of 
Friends. Tis true, their ignorance makes 
them eaſy, and their vain Entertainments 
amuſe them for a while, and more and 
more indiſpoſe them to raſt and reliſh ſpi- 
ritual Entertainments; but the End muſt be 
bitter and very terrible. The Time will 
come when they thall bid an eternal Fare- 
well to the Trifles they ſet their Hearts 
upon, and be fully convinced of the Excel- 
lency of that ocean of Felicity they reject- 
ed; and the pungent Senſe ot this their 
extream folly, will be no ſmall part of the 
Puniſhments, that will be the effect of ſo 
erverie a Choice. It was the awful Charge 
of a pious Divine to his Children, on his 
* Death-Bed; that they wou'd not dare to 
e | * think 
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© think of meeting him, at the great Tribu- 
nal, in an unregenerate State. This is the 
State that fits for Communion with God here 
and hereafter: He that has no Vital Converſe 
with Him in this World, by a true change of 
Heart and Life, is never like to ſee his Face 
with Comfort in the next. Be perſwaded of 
the Truth of this, and act accordingly; or it 
will lay you opento very fatal Miſtakes,asit has 


a Multitude before you. You may meet with 


too many in the World, that will fill talk 
much at the ſame rate with Nicodemns : That 
will be very cold and backward in their 
VDiſcourſes of Things of this nature; nay, it 
may be Scorn and Villifie any thing you ſhall 


offer on the Subject. Arm yourſelves with 


an expeQarion of ſuch Opponents, even from 
Men of a demure Converſarion, that will 
be apt to ſhock you more than all the Scoffs 
of the Prophane. But let no ſanctified Pre- 
tences, of a more refined Morality, ſtagger 
your Belief of this, or any other Spiritual 
Doctrine conformable to the Word of God. 
I hinted to you above ſomething concerning 
the new Birth; there are divers practical 


Books that treat excellently of the Nature 


and Neceſſity of it, in order to final Happi- 
neſs: "Twill be worth your while to pernſe 
them with diligence ; but eſpecially the Ho- 
Iy Scriptures: And when you can favour 
ſuch Truths, and ſearch aftem them with 
Delight, tis no ſmall ſign that you have un- 
dergone that bleſſed Change. 

As ſuch are truly to be pitied, as neither 
know nor affect Matters of this ſublime Na- 
ture, that are of that vaſt Conſequence with 
— 5 re- 
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reſpeR to their Eternal Concern : So ali that 
have taſted of the ſweet Fruits that attend 
them, that come under the power of thoſe 
Truths, know full well how to condole their 
Loſs, when, thro' their own Negligence, they 
are withdrawn. To enjoy the molt raviſhing 
Delights, and then to be ſtrip'd of them, 
creates the ſevereſt Diſappointment, and the 
| moſt aggravated Miſery, I have given you 
| ſome ſhort Advices about a Recovery from 
theſe ſad Deſolations of Soul, if ever it 
prove your unhappy Caſe ; bur it will be by 
far your ſafeſt Courſe to prevent, by all poſ- 
ſible Care, ſuch Trouble and Hazard, as ac- 
companies ſuch Circumſtances. - 
Il by any means I cou'd, methinks I wou'd 
ſtrive to make that part of my Advice, that 
concern'd Deſertion, uſeleſs to you : Give 
me leave therefore, my Dear Ones, to urge 
Caution upon you, from a few ſerious Conſi- 
derations. . 5 
There's nothing makes the Duties of Reli- 
gion ſo eaſie and pleaſant, as the Senſe of 
- _ God'sLove, and his Acceptance: When once 
that's eclips'd, your Spirits will drag and 
move heavily in the way of Piety. The Con- 
ſequence of this will be, that Omiſſions, and 
flighty Performances of Duties, will grow 
faſt upon you: Thus by degrees your Peace 
will be broken, and either Fear and Terror 
will guſh in upon you, or a ſtupid Inſenſi- 
bility and Careleſneſs will poſſeſs you. The 
former of theſe you can't but imagine will be 
very grievous, and it may be eat out the Com- 
fort of your Lives: The latter may be more 
eaſie, but more dangerous; for thus you 
| pro- 
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provoke God either to caſt you off utter! x, 
than which there can nothing be more dread- 
ful; or elſe to bring you to your Senſes, ſe- 
verely to Chaſtiſe you, both for the Crime 
of firſt alienating yourſelves from him, and 
then for indulging a ſenſeleſs State, in Con- 


tempt of him, and the mighty Loſſes you 
have ſuſtain'd. Believe it, ſuch Treatmenr 
perſiſted in, muſt coſt you dear firſt or laſt 


when he comes to ballance the Account 
with you, you'll find yourſelves deeply in- 


debted to his Juſtice: And whar it then may 
coſt you I can't expreſs, but bitter Experi- 
ence will convince you. I | 

The difficulty of Redreſs, in Caſes of this 
nature, ſhou'd encreaſe your Apprehenſions: 


For when a Man is weak and dijperited, and 


at the ſame time fallen under the preſſure 
of a very heavy Burthen, 'tis no eaſie matter 
for him to riſe. Guilt keeps down the Soul, 


as Weight does the Body; and a languor 
vpon Grace in the Heart, is as depreſſing as 
is a Proſtration of the Animal Spirits. *Tis 


much eaſier to keep on in a good Court, 
than to recover after a Declenſion from it: 
To declineLabcurbere, is in ſine to bring on 


a neceſſity of redoubling it: And what extra- 


ordinary Aids can you rationally hope for 
from God, under mch ungrateful Rerurps 
for his Mercy? The Caſe wr deed is not quite 
de ſperate, but it's not a little difficult. Re- 


member I'm ſpeaking now cf Deſertions that 


happen upon Jong and wilful Negle&s ef 
Duty; not thoſe Cod may inflict ſometimes. 


for wite and holy Reaſons upon the Beſt, by 


way of I ryal. 
„ 2 1 
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JTis an Anſwer I met with in Te a Kcmpis, 
return'd to one that was very anxious a- 
bout the certainty of his final Perſeverance, 
© viz. That if he did but live at the rate he 
© wou'd, if he were aſſured of it, he ſhou'd 
* nct at all queſtion his Perſeverance. In- 
ti mating, I ſuppoſe, that great Expreſſions of 
Love and Gratitude for Mercies hoped for, 
was the ready, Method to keep any in a ſure 
Way, finally to receive them. If you retain 
ſuch a grateful Memory of the free Grace of 


God in your Converſion, as may keep you 


active for his Glory; then you need not 
doubt of an happy End, and ſatisfying Com- 
' forts by the way. . 
Preſumption is natural to the Irreligious 
and Profligate; and it were to be wiſh'd, 
that ſome gcod Men were more clear cf 
ſome proveking Degrees of it. There's no 
perfect Sanctity in the Beſt here; ſo far 


thesefcre as Corruption remains unſubdued 


in any, they are expoſed to Hazard and 
Temptation. God often indulges weak Chri- 
ſtians with many ſenſible Suavities and af- 
fecting Favours, eſpecially upon their firſt 
Converſion : Upon this they often grow too 
Confident and Careleſs, preſuming upon 
their Safety, and the perpetuity of their 
Comforts. Thus pleaſantly basking them 
ſelves in Sun- ſhine, the Light of God's Coun- 
tenance, they can't think of the return of a 
cloudy Day. Thus they frequently grow ſe- 
cureand too indulgent to their Frailties, and 
drop aſleep in foft Repole. This is the Seed- 
Time of the great Enemy of Souls, to ſow 
his Tares afreſh, and quicken and * 
| _ thoſe 
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thoſe Seeds of Vice that lay dormant. be- 
fore. Thus inſenſibly they waſte and de- 


cline, and fall by degrees from their Sted- 


faſtneſs, till open Danger preſent itſelf to 
their View: God hides his Face, Conſcience 
upbraids, Satan accuſes, and Storms come on 
apace. A world of Labour, and deep IIumi- 
liations, it often coſts them to recover their 


loſt Conſolations: And many God leaves in 


Darkneſs all their Days, full of Doubts and 
tormenting Fears, that never more enjoy the 
Light, till the Eternal Day dawn, and clear 


up once for all in the other World. Thus, 


with Brrengarius, they conclude their Lives, 
whole laſt Expreſſion was to this Effect: 
Now I am to go and appear before the 
Great God, either to be Acquitted by him, 
as J hope; or Condemned by him, as I fear. 
Can you, after a Deſcription of ſuch {ad 

_ Conſequences, attending Negligence or any 
ſinful Indulgencies, imagine that any pre- 


fear Eaſe or Pleaſure can counter-ballance 


ſuch a Venture of all that's moſt Precious and 
Deſirable to a Good Man in this World ? 
Will you after all try the Experiment, and 
be convinced at no cheaper Rare than by 
undergoing the real Diſcipline ? When you 
begin to {lacken your Pace, to drop your 
Watch, and hanker after forbidden Fruit; 
call to mind the Day of Reckoning ; re- 
member the tender Warnings now given 
you; the Dangers ſet before you, that they 


may rouſe and awaken you: For believe it, if 


they han't this effect affectionately intended, 
they'll have a much worſe, ne'er by me de- 
ſign'd you; even to irritate and exalperate 

W 
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your Wound«s, if after all you will thruſt 
yourſelves amidſt your Enemies. You may 
indeed be ſaved at laſt, but it will be ſo z: 
by Fire; and your Paſſage ro Heaven may 
be thro' the very Suburbs of Hell. 9 

I have ſaid the more on this Topic, be- 


cauſe I too well know your Danger. Be aſ- 


ſured, I have been tranſcribing ſome of my 


own foolith Adventures, and dear-bought 


Experiences, in theſe Lines of Counſel. I 


beſcech you therefore be careful in your 
beſt Hours and ſweeteſt Enjoyments: You 
are moſt apt to take the greateſt Cold after 


the warmeſt Exerciſe: Conſider, the grand 
Enemy ſtands by with Eagle-ey'd Diligence, 
to obſerve the critical Seaſon, to ſtrike you 
with Chilneſsand Stifneſs, to make you limp 


and Jag in the Way to Heaven. Ply vigo- 
rouſly therefore all uſeful] Means, and chide 


_ yourſelves out of a liſtleſs Security, and all 
apparent Tendencies to it. I add no more, 


but as a Supplement to what I have ſaid, ro 
prevent or recover from a backſliding de- 


terted State; | recommend to you the ſerious 
Reading cf a little Book of Dr. Fuller's, call'd, 
The Cauſe and Cure of a wounded Conſcience. 


The 


* 
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The ſhort Rules I have found Helpful, 


and Recommend to you, are foie of 


them ſuch as follow. 


: J. N 

D Eſolve ſteadily, whatever it coft vou, 

1 to pay a Preference to God above all 
Intereſts Whatever: As they come in the 
way therefore Sacrifice them; when you 


can't, keep them with a good Confoience. 


Till you heartily deſire, aim, and endeavour 


after this, little is done in Religion : When 


in good degree the Soul gets this Pdiſe, 


Matters are at a good paſs, and in a ready 


way to do better. 1 

Labour after a ſtrong and abiding Senſe 
of the Powers of the World to come. Strive 
by vivid Thoughts, and repeated Recollecti- 


on, to get it ſeal'd on all the Powers of the 


Soul. Think of the Majeſty of God, ever 
preſent, Eying all you do, to the leaſt 


movement of your Thoughts: How Angels, 


good and bad, are about you, continually. 


Iabouring to affect you, ſuitably to their Na- 


ture and Deſigns. Side all you can, by holy 


Breathings, with God and His - Unite your 
Souls to him by Love and Defire, as much 


as may be. Mule on the State of the Bleſſed 


above, and Loſt beneath. Inconceivably great: - 


will be the effects of this on the Heart and. 


Life, if it be done as it ſnou'd. 
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Take great care cf all impetuous Xloti— 
ons and Hurries of Mind, that ſhock and 
unhinge the Scul, A pacate Compoſure fits 


Mind is a Chaos, and acts confuſedly. Watch 
therefore Fancy narrowly, that it ſteal not 
away your Peace, and run your Minds into 
wild, extravagant Motions. Avoid vain 
Wilkes, fanciful Schemes of what you wou'd 
Le, or have done in the World; efpecially 
with reſpe& to Objects of Revenge, or of 
. a moreelating Enjoyment. This diſunites 
and weakens the Spirits, and is the Bane 


r 


z ef all good Purpoſes. Labour after a ſteady 


' compoſed Temper, fit for all Events, and 


an even Comportment under them. 


Whatever you wou'd do, cloſe with the 
firſt proper Seaſon. It's a plain, ſafe Rule 


in civil Matters, and generally comply'd 
with; but of much more Concern in Spi- 
rituals, where the Conſequence is Infinite; 
and yet moſt of all neglected. Moſt that 
periſh are this way ruin'd ; and this occa- 
tions the Difficulties and Dangers attending 
weaker Chriſtians, and plucks many a Flow- 
er out of their Crown of Eternal Life. 


Dread therefore a delaying, trifling Spirit, 
as you wou'd not hazard your Sculs, or move 
decrepidly in the way to Heaven, full of 


Doubts and Fears, and ſo prove dwarfiſh 
Veaklings at laft. 


Divide your Time between Communion 
with God and Uſefulneſs in the World. 


They 


r 
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They ſtrengthen one the other: Devo tion 
- breeds Vigour in doing Good; and God will 
kindly welcome him into his Preſence thar 
has been ſo well imploy'd. Aﬀect Retire- 
ment and Solitude, and lee you be as buſie 
as private. Uſe Recreations as a whet to 
Buſineſs, not a hindrance In good Come 
| pany promote good Diſcourſe ; among ſuch 
as entertain it with indifferency, uſher it 
in decently, not abruptly ; drop ſome Salt 
to ſeaſon them before you part. If caſt up- 
on bad Company unſought, rebuke them 


—— 
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by a fide Wind: Expoſe their Vices in a 
third Perſon, and you may bring them, as 


ſometimes I have, to confeſs the folly of 
them ; however you have done your Duty 
without provoking them. 4 


Never think to put off God and Conſei- 
ence by a full Tale of Duties. 'Tis prudent 


do ſet your ſelves Tasks, and obſerve proper 


Times and Seaſons to perform them; but 
remember God more obſerves the Manner 
than the Meaſure, and eſteems and takes 
them more by Weight than Bulk. Labour 
then chiefly to be Spiritual in your Ap- 
proaches to Him, and you'll be oftner and 


| 


? 


longer in his Preſence, and more to the 


Purpoſe. Coldnefs and Formality will breed 
Backwardneſs and Intermiſſion : And if you 
keep not a vigilant Eye on the frame of 
your Spirits, you'll ſoon find dull Formality 
creeping upon you. When you are moſt 
Spiritual in your Exerciſes, don't pride 
your ſelves, nor reſt in them, but entirely 
rely on Jeſus Chriſt to render them and your 
Perſons acceptable to God the Father. 5 
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Beware of indulging a needleſs Curioſtty 
about Trifles, and Things that concern you 
not. Keep the Senſes under Regement, ſuf. 
fer them not to run Riot upon ev'ry imper- 
tinent occaſion : Don't let the Eye rove and 
gaze at diſcretion; nor the Ear liſten to idle, 


 Javiſh Diſcourſe. A licentious Liberty in 


theſe Excurſions, mightily unframe the Soul, 


and unfit it for Devotion. The notion of 


an innocent Freedom of this kind, may for a 


while abuſe you; but the real Injury that in 


Time will enſue, will experimentally con- 


vince you. A recollected Mind is calm and 
judicious, and fit for all Imploy; what's di- 

racted by a multiplicity of Objects, has 
little ſtrength for weighty Matters. When- 


ever therefore you have to do with God, 


either in public or private, ſhut up all 
Avenues: Claude Fen- 771 ut luceat Domus. 
Never indulge any hard Thoughts of God, 


whatever dark Providences he exerciſes you 


with. Tis the Sin and Folly of ſome, upon 


' croſs Events, to curſe their Stars, and com- 


plain of hard Fortune: This is the Dialect 


| of a Heathen rather than of a Chriſtian ; tho' 
; ſome that paſs under the Name of the latter, 
too frequently uſe the Gibberiſh of the for- 


mer; and all theſe Complaints of ſuch 


; thoughtleſs, perverſe Creatures, finally ter- 
' minate on their Maker. Do you diſcourage 


all you can, any ſuch Phraſes, under Covert 
of which Men the more ſecurely quarrel 


| with and affront the God of Heaven. Fix 
an abiding Senſe upon your Minds, of the 


con- 
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continual Preſence and Influence of God 
upon all Things in the World. Lay in 


ſound Notions of his Providence, and the 


Veracity of his Promiſes to all ſuch as fear 


him ; digeſt them well in your Minds, by 


frequent Meditations of their Reality and 
Excellency: And often ſuppoſe your ſelves 


under ſuch and ſuch black Circumſtances; 


and try as far as by thought you can, how 


you cou'd behave your ſelves in conformity 
to your Chriſtian Principles. Tho' Realities 
of this nature will make more ſtrong Im- 
preſſions, than any you can poſſibly repre- 
ſent by the ſtrength of meer Imagination; 


vet ſuch fanciful Suppoſitions kelp to train 


the Mind to greater familiarity with fuch 


Evils; and to fortifie it with more firm Re- 


ſolutions to acquieſce in the Divine Diſpen- 
ſations, and with more Patience to bear 
afflictive Circumſtances. God is no hard 
Maſter to his; no, not when he ſeems to 


cdruſh them moſt, whatever they may think 


of him in an Hour of Temptation. He 
often throws them he loves moſt the loweſt ; 
that their Souls may rebound to the higher 
Manſions .of Light above. Let the ſteady 
hopes of ſo mighty a Favour embolden your 


Spirits to combat all Difficulties, and bring 


a Blank always to * 
In your Confeſſions of Sin, lay the Axe 
as cloſe as you can to the Root of the Tree. 
Bewail the firſt Breach between God and 

Man; and beg, if any of that Guilt be im 

putable to you or yours, (according to Rules 

of infinite Purity and Juſtice, you can't 
| h h h com- 


* * — 
. 54.4 0000608 = 


— — — — 


— — 


— ba - — — 
—— — — 


76 The Advice of a Father 

| comprehend) that it may ne'er be laid to 

| your Charge. This conditional Plea for 
Mercy, concerning Original Sin in the ut- 
moſt extent, can't hurt, but more humble 

( you: But be ſure heartily to bewail that 

F Depravity of Nature you came into the 

| World with; that Averſneſs to God and his 

4 holy Law, the grand Seed-plot of all Apoſta- 

cy in the Life. Then proceed to a Confeſhon 

{ of all actual Sin, and be fure to aggravate 

þ it the more deeply to humble you, fo the 

: 
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r 1 
7 


more fully and effectually to prepare you for 
Mercy. LOS: 
K Never make Careleſneſs an excuſe for your 
Faults, for ſo you may excuſe a leis Sin by 
a greater. Careleſneſs is the Root of good 
Mens Miſcarriages, as Wilfulneſs and Pre- 
ſumption, is of the Rebellion of the Wick- 
ed. That therefore which is the general 
Cauſe of failure, is worſe than a ſingle Fault, 
if ſo can afford no Apology for any, but ra- 
fl ther aggravate it. Tf any thing very Curious 
| and Valuable be committed by you, ro the 
ö Truſt of others; if thro' negligence it be 
loſt or damnified, you think the Truſt be- 
tray'd, and lay the whole weight of your 
Cenſure and Reſentments on inexcuſable 
Heedleſneſs. Remember God intiufts you 
with his Glory, and the Safety of your pre- 
cious and immortal Souls: if they miſcarry 
buy your Heedleſneſs, you'll be without Ex- 


cuſe. 
| „ | 
When you fail in your Duty, don't drop 


your Watch thro' Diſcouragement, or up- 
| 0 
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on preſumpion of greater Strineſbꝭ you may 
promiſe your ſelf to Morrow; but imme- 
diately ply your Duty, and redouble your 
Watch and Prayers. I warn you faithfully 
of this Snare I have often been caught by: 
Look upon it as a Decoy of the Devil, to 
draw you off from your preſent Bufinefs, 
by dependance on Futurity, which you may 
ne'er enjoy; or if you do, probably make 
as little uſe of, as you do of the preſent 
Seaſon, ſuch Indiſpoſitions encreaſing by In. 
dulgence and Delay. | | 


XII. | | 
Self. Denyal is one of the firſt Leſſons of 
rhe glorious Goſpel. Our bleſſed Saviour di- 
ſplay'd the Banner of the Croſs at his firſt 
| Preaching, thereby intimating ro all his 
Followers, that liſt under ſo great a Captain, 
that they muſt approve themſelves reſolute, 
hardy and couragious. If any Man will come 
after me, let bim deny himſelf, and take up his 
_ Croſs, and follow me. Conſider well of it, and 
reſolve fixedly accordingly : If you habitu- 
ate your ſelves to the PraQice of this Do- 
ctrine voluntarily and cheerfully, you'll ac- 
quit your felves more honourably when the 
Croſs is impoſed upon you by Providence; 
but if you yield to ſinful Self-Love and ſoft 
Indulgencies, if you belong to God, he'll cer. 
tainly firſt or laſt make you feel the weight 
of Chrift's Crofs, and then thro' diſuſe it 


will go near ro gaul your Shoulders. The 


Soldier follows his General thro' all Dan- 
gers and Hardſhip, and is contented to ſwear. 
and drudge thro' all Ways and Weather ; 
and then upon Command, Fights, a 
ies. 
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Dies. Remember your Baptiſmal Engage- 


ments oblige you as ſtrongly ; and Death 
Eternal is your Portion if you run from 
your Colours. Follow your great Leader 
wherever he calls you, and complain of 
no Hazard or Hardſhip till you find your 
ſelves in worſer Circumſtances than thoſe 


he ſubmitted to. Men of Courage court 
the Poſt of Honour, where there's moſt 


Danger.  Sufferings are Heaven's Donatives : 
The Chriſtian's Poſt of Honour aſſign'd him 
by the Lord of Hoſts. Not withering Law- 
rels, but unfading Crowns of Immortal 


Glory will adorn your Temples, if you vill 
but ſtand your ground: View them by 


Faith, and then be Brave. 
3 Il... | 
Examples are commonly more cogent than 


Precepts; but keep you an Eye fix'd on 
your Lord and Maſter's Command : And for 
Examples, ſtudiouſly follow His, and thoſe 


noble Souls that came the neareſt to Him. 
Beware of that dangerous Error, fatal to 


many: To imitate the Supine and Careleſs : 


To reſt in low and mean Attainments, as 
moſt Profeſſors do, and think yourſelves ſafe. 
Thus you may take up ſhort of real Chri- 
ſtianity and ſaving Integrity, and periſh 
with a Lye in your Right Hand. Thou— 
ſands by this bare-fac'd Fallacy are cheated 


out of their Souls. Take therefore the 


more care, thar Satan, and your own deceit- 


ful Hearts, don't beguile you in this reſpect. 


XIV. 


Study well the Covenant of Grace, and 


it will ſupport you under your Infirmities, 


Diffi- 
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Difficulties and Temptations. A ſcrupu- 
lous Temper is ſafe, but very troubleſome: 
It may keep you from ſome Sins; bur as 
N jr often clips the wings of Comfort, it 
a abares activity in Religion, a mighty O- 
nament to it: Don't feed and indulge it 
therefore, by harraſſing your Spirits byneed- 
leſs Doubts and Fears; but judiciouſly and 
conſcientiouſly ſettle your Principles, then 
act or forbear accordingly. Be cautious of 
a licentious Abuſe of indifferent Things, 
and of a needleſs Scrupuloſity in forbearing 
them: Snares there are on both ſides; may 
(cd in the uſe of Prudence direct you. 
Om > = | 
Beware of entertaining low Thoughts of 
any Ordinance divine Wiidom has Inſtitu— 
ted. Suffer not the meanneſs or irs Appear- 
ance, or the unworthineſs of the Admini-. 
ſtrator, to breed Indifferency or Diflike,. 
On the other hand, place not too great a 
Confidence in the ableſt Inſtruments, nor 
expect more from them than they can at- 
ford you. Remember the Lite of all thar 
concerns the Welfare of your Souls, i“ 
| bound up in God and the influences of his 
. Grace: That to deſpite and negle& any 
Inſtitutions of his Appointment, is a tacir 
L Impeachment of his Wiſdom ; and then be 
ture all private Devices of your own to 
| ſupply them will be blaſted. The moſt 
1 pompous means again, if they are confided 
| in, will have as indifferent an Effect; for 
| tho God expects a due Reſpect ſhou'd be 
| pu to what he injoins, yet he'll ne'er 
| iuffer ſecondary Cauſes to run away with 
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his own Honour, and ingroſs that Fealty 


—_ — — — n n 8 2 1 - 
3 * 4 4 >. a6 * * : 
» 5 * 8 : 


that's only to be paid bimſelf, the Prin- 
Cipal. Some chooſe ro ſpend the Sabbath 
in privacy, abſenting themſelves from the 
Pu>Jic Aftembly, pretendingthey can profit 
better by reading a Diſcourſe at Home ; but 
fure ſuch forget the Vanity of an Expecta- 
tion, that preſumes upon God's Blefling 


out of his own Way, nay, in defiance to 
his own In junctions. The ſame Spirit car- 


ries them to flighty Thoughts of the Sa- 
craments, becauſe the Repreſentations are 
plain and enſie, withgut Pump and Often- 
taten. Like Naaman, they are fonder of 
their own Inventions, of waſking in Hana 


and Pha par; than of ſubmitting to Divine 


Orders, in going to Jordan. Had Naaman 
obſlinately perſiſted in his paſſionate Choice, 
'tis probable he had gone to his Grave a 
Leper. Take great care therefore ct ad- 
hering to any ſuch focliſh Humcours and 
Conccits. | 3 

| XVI. 


Keep an Account of the more important 
Paſlages of your Lives; make ſhort Memo— 
1andums of the folemn Tranſactions that 
Paſs between God and your Sculs: What 
Obligations you lie under, with reſpect ro 


Vous, Promifes, Reſolutions made in your | 


Piftrets : What more fpeciai and engear- 


ing Previdences God has vouchlated you 


in Times of Danger: What peculiar Fa- 


vours he has beap'd upon you, eſpecially 
of a ſpiritual nature: What ſpecial Seaſons 
of Communion with him, and Communi— 
cations from him you have enjoy d: M hat 


has 


ISA — —— 
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has been the Fiame cf your Spirits in 
Prayer on ſignal Occaſions ; and what re- 
markable Anſwers you have rece:vd ct the 
ſime; any ſignal Preventicns of his Grace 
and Providence with reſpect to Soul or 
Body. Thele and many more Obſervations 
duly made and regiſter d, may be of fin- 


gular uſe ro you in the varicus Turns of 


Life, as often as you {hall have any ſerious 


Recouiſe ro them: To roule and awaken 


you when dull and ſecure; to reduce you 


from Wandrings, and quicken you in the. 
Paths of Virtue; and to make grateful Re- 


turns for paſt Mercies : To ſtrengthen your 
Faith in Prayer, and encreaſe your Truſt 


and Dependance on God, fo Honourable to 


Him, and Comfortable to yourtelves. Theie 


are Marks of Friendihip and Acquaintance 
with God; and, believe it, there are many 
Plunges you may be brought into, when 


a Recollection of theſe may afford you no 
ſmall Support and Comfort While Mar- 


ters run on ſmoothly, you may ſce no 
_-_ need of ſuch a needlefs piece of Trou- 


le, as then you may repute it; but when 
Calamities of any fort guth in upon you, 
as the Scene cf your Life alters, fo will 


that of your Thoughts. God's the loſt and 
only ſure Repoſe of the Soul under Preſſures: 
And the ſting of all Miſery is the Senſe 
the Soul has, that God's a Stranger and an 


Enemy. I that warn you, am too well ac. 


qu ünted with the wrerchedneſs of the Cale, 


and d-fire to inftrutt you ar my own Ex- 
pence. Do then as I have deſir'd you, and 


often review ſuch Reccrds, that they dont 


$42 lie 
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je uſeleſs by you, for that's another Dan» 
zer will attend you | 
. 


Affect not a curious or a carking Solici- 


tude about Futurity. Place no Confidence 
in any thing as to future Prognoſtications, 


that neither Scripture nor Reaſon warrant. 


This Temper has often proved its own 


Hague and Torment in Inſtances of all kind. 


Future Things belong only to God; to 


graſp at them, is to invade his Prerogative. 
The Devil himfelf can but make threwd 
Gueſſes, but form no certain Concluſions, 


tho he may fomerimes amuſe the Credulity 


of his Votaries with very fair and ſpeci- 
ous Pretences. There's a great variety of 
portentous Signs and Omens that ſuperſti- 
tious People, both Fools and Knaves, have 


collected, and are handed down to Poſte. 


rity. There's ſuch a Propenſity in Man- 
kind to Things of this nature, efpecially 
in weak ignorant People, that ſoon renders 
Traditions of this kind Authentic; eſpe- 
cially when they meet with a blind Story 
or two to keep them in Countenance. Who- 
ever will take the trouble curiouily to ob- 
ſerve the Rules of theſe idle Formalities, 
and compare them with the real Facts they 
pretend to Prognoſticate, ſhall find the 
whole Proceſs a fabulous Legend, and the 
Event accordingly; and if at any Time it 
anſwer, as no doubt by accident it may, 


or ſeem to hit more often and regularly, 


Tm perſwaded God judicially permits it, 


to puniſh thoſe that under the Light of 
the Goſpe), will love and adopt ſuch hea- 


thenifſh 
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theniſh Notions. If yeu''therefofe weou'd 


| be (eafie, ſaſe, and liappy, difeard all ſuch 
Pretences with the urmoſt Refolution and 


Contempt: Live at utmoſt Defiance with ſuch 


M himſies: Labour to reſcue others from | 
that baſe ſervile Fear and Slavery they impoſe 
upon them: Maintain your Truſt and Con- 


fidence firm in God alone: Own and Ho— 


nour him by an entire Dependance upon 
him from Day to Day, ſo ſhall bleſs d Ex- 
perience convince you of the Happineſs of 
Four Choice, white you feel his Peace, 
that paſſes all Underſtanding, to pofleis 


your Hearts. 
XVIII. : : 
Meaſure not God's Favour or Diſpleaſure 


towards you, by any outward Diſpentations 
of his Providence; for they happen pro- 
miſcuoufly to the Sons cf Men. Look up- 


on all Cireumſtances of Lite as happy cr 


miſerable, as they bring you neurer or far= 


ther from God, your Life, your AY. Tis 
not impoſſible ro be God and Great; but 
Difficulties and Temptations will thicken 
upon ſuch Circumſtances. God will nor 
ſpare the wicked infide] Poor, any more 


than ſuch as ſeek and have all their goed 


Things in this Life. An atlited State has 


its Ditficulties and Dangers; but a Proſpe- 


rous one has many more, that ſecretly ſur- 


priſe and ruine many. Riches, as they af- 
ford us many Cemforts and Opportunities 
of doing Good, are great Bleſſings, and re- 


quire peculiar exprethons of Gratitude to 
God, the free Donor: Nothing can make 


them Snares and Curſes, bur our own Folly 
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84 pe Advice of a Father 
and Corruption. Afflictions are Poyſon in 
their cwn Nature, and are the bitter Effects 
of the Curſe for Sin: Unleſs Grace San- 
ctiſie them, they are but ſo many Sparks of 
Hell; but then bleſſed Preparatives for 
Heaven, and render Men bright Ornaments 


of Piety on Earth. Rarely do the Rich and 


Great ſhine in Virtue, in proportion to 
their Station: Now and then a Phenix riſes, 


and glitters in his Orb; but commonly 


Men of a lower Sphere adorn Religion, 
and are richeſt in Faith and good Works. 
Shining Lights have been put to their Shifts. 
* Muſculous hired himſelf to Work in the 
* Town-Ditch at Strasburg; and the Learn- 


* ed Ainſworth ſwept the Streets at Amſter- 


dam. Don't pray for Afflictions, as ſome 
have, as a mark of Adoption; but meekly 
lubmit to them, and ſtrive to improve 
them when they come. Labour to read 


God's Love in all the Changes of Life, and 
to acquieſce in them for that reaſon, and 


you muſt needs be Happy. 
"MM 


Whatever Grace you wou'd ſt ngthen ; 


whatever Corruption you wou'd weaken; 


call in folemnly Divine Aid, and in the 
Uſe of proper Means depend upon it. Ob- 


ſerve ſucceſsful Returns of Prayer, with 
Praiſe, and ſtrengthen your Faith for fu- 
turity by ſuch Experiences. Diligently 


obſerve the proper Seaſons to oppoſe ſinful 
Motions, and labour to exerciſe the con- 
trary Grace. The reaſon why fo many 


good Reſolutions vaniſh into Air, is, for 


want of a recollected Mind, duly to oo 


Ul 
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Reſiſtance or Excitement. Diligence here 
will be well imploy'd, and finally render 


repeated Attempts fucceſsful. Ne'er abuſe 
any Promiſe of Divine Aſſiſtance to the 
patronizing of Sloth and Prefumption; bur 


ever expect its Completion in the way of 
Duty and vigorous Endeavours. 


| Oo | 
Piety and Learning go well hand in hand, 
but ne'er prefer any humane Acquiſition ſo 


far as to hazard your Eternal Salvation. 
Keep a favour of ſpiritual and practical 


Truths; and ſuffer no eager Purſuit of any 
fort of Knowledge to impair your Reliſh 
of Piety and Devotion. Tis eaſie to ob- 
ſerve the ſad State of too many learned 
Men, who ſacrifice the Love of God to 
Attainments that only ſerve for the Meri- 
dian of this Life. If you wou'd avoid this 
Snare, dip not too deep in nice Contro- 
verſies, which ſome good Men have be- 


wail'd as a hurtful Temptation. Pride 


yourſelves in no Attainment, neither de- 
fire, ſeek, or with tickling pleaſure, accept 
of Praiſe when offer d you; but ever la- 


bour after Modeſty and Humility. 
EE | XXI | 


Fix the Eye of your Faith on Feſus Chriſt, 


_ Go on in the performance of all Duties in 
his Strength, and not your own. Labour 
after a ſtrong. and abiding Senſe of your 
own Imporency, and his Power and Faith- 
fulneſs to bring you to Glory: Put all your 
Affairs into his hands, and ne'er doubt 


their Succeſs, till you wilfully and delibe- 


 Fately take them out again. See that your 


De- 


— 
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Dependance be not meerly Notionali, as 


that of many is, who talk of it much, and 


pretend to it more; but Real and Practi- 


cal, conjoin'd with the Uſe of all Means, 
and I ſhan't fear your Perſeverance. 


Think often on the Solemnities of the Day 


of Death and Judgment. Pray hard for 
more immediate Afliſtances in your dying 
Agonies; that the Sun of Righteguſnefs 
wou'd ſhine upon you in that dark Valley ; 


that your Dependance then may be entire- 
ly on him, and nothing of your own : 
Ihen may you hope to fall aſleep in the 
Lap of Bleſſedneſs. God grant it ro me 
and you, for ſweet Jeſus's ſake. Amen. 


Thus, my deareſt Children, have J endea- 
vour'd, after my poor manner, to expreſs the 


Tenderneſs of a Father towards your bet- 


ter Part; that which I'm moſt ambitious 


ro ſecure, even your precious Souls, which 
I moſt paſhonately deſire may be ſaved... 


When my Head's roll'd into the Duſt, if 


you wou'd expreſs a grateful Senſe of my 
Memory, do it by minding my Advice: If 
it be troubleſome often to look into it, yet 


it can't be very painful to read it once a 
Year I add no more, but begging God's 
Bleſſing on you and this Performance, wou' d 


put the following Prayer into your Mouths, 


and if poſſible into your very Hearts. 


A Prayer for Grace and Perſeverance. 
2 Lmighty God, look in Mercy upon me, 


IXa poor ſinful, miſerable Creature, who 
proſtrate my ſelf before thy glorious Ma- 
jeſty. I'm undone, utterly undone, if I 
prevail not in my Requeſts. O Thou God | 


of Love, whofe delight it is to help the 


_ Weak, and pity the Miſerable ; behold my 
Wretchedneſs; prevent me by Thy Grace, 
and fo ſtrengthen my Faith in Prayer, that 
I may wreſtle, prevail, and get the Blefiing. 


"Tis no leſs, Lord, than the Life of my 
poor Soul that I now beg for; even Thy 


Pardon in the Blood of Jeſus, to pacifie 
my Conſcience; Thy Spirit, ſavingly to re- 
new and change my Heart and Life; that 
I may glorifie Thy holy Name, live to 


Thee here, and with Thee for ever hereafter. 


Tis amighty Requeſt, too much for a Worm 
to preſume to ask, had not Thy Goodneſs 


invited me: It's thro' Thy boundleſs Mer- 
cy I'm alive to Pray, and Thy Grace that 


diſpoſes me: I beſeech Thee then, reject 


not the Deſires of Thy own creating. I'm 


a wretched Sinner, perfectly helpleſs; the 


more glorious will Thy Power and Mercy 


appear, in changing and forgiving me. I 


humbly and importunately ask, our ef a 


deep Senſe of my Miſcry, and a firm Belief 


of Thy Abiliry and Will to fave me : And 
picad Thy Compaſſions, for Thy dear Son's 


Hake, that ever pleas'd Thee, tho' I'm al- 
ways provoking Thee. His WorthineſsI en- 
5 | tirely 
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tirely depend upon, and nothing in myſelf 
' that ſhave or can do: Magnifie ] hy Gocd- 
neſs alone for His ſake, and make me Hap- 
Py in Thy Favour, better than Life. And 
fince Im in a dangerous World, cloſely 
1 be fieg d by Devils and Temptarions, and 
bpetray'd by Trayters in my own Poſom ; 
I earneſtly intreat T hy ſure Condut, thro' 
this howling Wilderneſs, to ſuſtain me in 
all my Conflicts; to qui: ken my Dulnefs, 
ard reduce me frem my Wandrings. I 
muſt run and fight both, if ever I con- 
4 quer and am crown'd; but, Lord, I ſhall 
| | MTandſiil}, or go back, drep my Watch, faint 
And give over, unleſs my great Captain fuc- 


courandencourageme. Bleſſed Jeſus, Temp- 
ted on purpoſe to pity and help the Temp- 
ted! 1 ardently call for Thy Aids, plead 

Thy Bowels, and Simpathy for Relief. O 
{ | Thou that left Heaven and all its. Glories, 
| | to undergo al! Shame and Miſery on Earth, 

f and be the Mark of Hell's Rage and Fury, to 
bring Sinners to that bliſsful Place! Have 
Mercy upon me. I cannot, dare not, will 

not leave Thee till Thou Bleſs me. Caſt 
me not off for my Sins, as I deſerve, ſince 

* Thy precious Blood was ſpilt only for Sin- | 
l ners: I'm an impure Leper ; Lord, ſay the * 


| word, and I ſhall be Clean: Magnifie the - 
{ | Merits of Thy Blood and Interceſton, in 
11 owing my Peace and Pardon. O may 
1 hy Holy Spirit ever live and dwell in me, 
|] | as in thy Temple: Suffer me never to 
| Defle it to my Deſtrutien. O glcri5vs | 
Spirit, the Gift of Father and Son, have o 
Mercy upon me. Forgive the wicked Re- = 
| | pulles 4. 
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Grace and Perſeverance. 

pulſes my Heart made to Thy Divine 
© Bleffed Motions: Take full poſſeſſion of it; 
may all within me be under Thy gracious 
Influences : Make me ſound in the Faith, 
devour and holy in Life, given up to the 
Viſpeſe of my Maker and Redeemer, with 
conilant Refignation, Hope and Truft. 
Bring me to the Son, ſo to the Father: 
Reſtrain me from all evil Courſes; and 
by Thy conrinual Aid, forward me in 
all Goodneſs. Be my ſpecial Afliſtant in 
my laſt Hours; invigorate then my 
Faith; ſweeren my Pafſtage with Thy Light, 
Peace, and ineffable Joys, till I'm landed 
ſafe. O Holy and Bleſſed Trinity, Three 
Perſons and One God, have Mercy en me; 
bear my Prayer, and te my Portion ever- 
läſting, O Thou whoſe Mercy endures for 
ever. Amen, Amen. Our Father, &c. 
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& 
N Account of ſome remarkable Paſſa- 
ges in the Life of a private Gentleman; 
with Refiexions thereon. In Three Parts. 
Intended to awaken the Preſumptuous, con- 
vince the Sceptick, and encourage the De- 
ſpondent. Lett under his own Hand to be 


communicated to the Publick after his De- 


ceale. The Second Edition enlarg'd 
Juſt Meaſures of the pious Inſtitutton of 
Youth ; according to the plain Nixims ot 


the Goſpel. Containing the great and fun- 


damenta! Duties of the Chriſtian Religion. 
In 3 Parts. 2d Edition. By Ge e Monro, M. A, 

The Advices of a Father to his Children 
on the Subjec of Religion, Wherein the 
Principal Jruths of Chriſtianity are eſta- 
bliſh'd, and its principal Duties enforced. 
With ſhort ſuitable Prayers to each Head of 
Pilcourſe. In Two Parts. By J. Spavan,M. A. 


The Exemplary Life and Character of 
James Bonne!/, Eſq, late Accomprant General 
of Ireland. By 1Wiiliam Hamilton, A M. Arch- 


Deacon of Armago. The Third Edition 
A {ſhort Account of the Exemplary Lite of 
Lieutenant Midge, who was in the Militia cf 


the County of Cheſter near 50 Years, Chiefly 


drawn out of his own Papers. Price bound 8d. 


An Exhortarion to the Belief and Practice 


of Real Religion: With Cautions againſt 
lome Miſtakes about it. Together with ſhort 
Rules for a Holy Life. Price 6 d. 
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